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MEMORANDUM
FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Peter Smerud

This year, Wolf Ridge stood at the forefront of a growing movement that’s 
reshaping how we think about education, health, and our connection to the natural world.

In spring 2024, we proudly served as a thought leader in the push for Minnesota’s Outdoor School for All (OSFA) Act. 
While the bill ultimately did not pass, it sparked a powerful conversation, garnering widespread media coverage and 
catalyzing similar legislative efforts in at least seven other states. The message resonated - outdoor learning is essen-
tial, and every child deserves access to it.

Wolf Ridge also contributed to another important initiative—the development of Minnesota’s Children’s Outdoor 
Bill of Rights. This policy framework outlines a vision where every child has guaranteed access to meaningful time in 
nature. Remarkably, 14 of the 15 rights identified by the Governor’s task force can be fulfilled on a single trip to Wolf 
Ridge.

These efforts reflect a deeper truth. In an age when young people spend more time indoors and online than ever be-
fore, access to the outdoors is no longer a luxury but a necessity.  At Wolf Ridge, we are working every day to reverse 
this trend. We don’t just advocate, we act. In 2024, we provided nearly $400,000 in scholarships to help youth and 
families experience Wolf Ridge, the most we’ve awarded in our 50-year history. That’s a tenfold increase from pre-pan-
demic levels, and thanks to strong public and philanthropic support, we’ve secured this level of funding for the next 
three years.

To carry this work forward, we’ve been actively strengthening our leadership team, bringing in new energy and 
expanded expertise to meet the growing need for outdoor learning. I’m especially excited to announce the addition 
of Rebecca Meyer to the team as our new Program Director. Her passion for outdoor education and her ability to 
connect vision with implementation make her a tremendous asset to Wolf Ridge as we continue to grow and evolve. 
With strong leaders at the helm, we are well-positioned to deepen our impact, innovate boldly, and ensure that every 
youth’s outdoor learning experience is meaningful, inclusive, and transformative.

People care deeply about the future of youth, their communities, and the planet. At Wolf Ridge, we’re responding 
with real solutions that inspire hope, build leadership, and foster lifelong connections with the natural world.
We’re grateful for your support and partnership now and in the seasons ahead.

Gratefully,

Peter Smerud
Wolf Ridge ELC Executive Director
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LEARNING.  JUST AS NATURE INTENDED.

Academic Arts High School
Ain Dah Yung Center
Annandale Girl Scouts
Assumption School
Badger School
Barnum Elementary
Bay View Elementary
Beacon Academy
Belle Plaine Schools - Oak Crest Elemen-
tary
Bethlehem Academy
Birch Grove Community School
Birch Lake Elementary
Blue Earth Area Middle School
Bug O Nay Ge Shig School
Career Pathways A Public Charter Sec-
ondary School
Carleton College
Carlton High School
Cathedral School
Cavalier Middle School
Central Cass Middle School
Central Middle School
Chisago Lakes Middle School
City of Lakes Waldorf School
Cloquet School District
Community of Saints
Congdon Park Elementary
Cook County
Creative Arts Secondary School
DaVinci Academy of Arts & Science
Denfeld High School
Ely Memorial MS
Emanuel Lutheran
Face To Face Academy
Farnsworth Aerospace Upper
First Lutheran Church
First Lutheran School
Fisher Public School
Five Hawks Elementary
Friends School of MN
Girl Scouts Troop 4054 & 4055
Girl Scout Troop 18148
Girl Scout Troop 57675
Glendale Elementary
Glen Lake Elementary

Great Expectations School
Gustavus Adolphus College
Hamilton Ridge
Harbor City International School
Heilicher Jewish Day School
Hermantown Elementary School
Hiawatha Leadership Academies
Hiawatha Leadership Academies
Hilltop Primary
Hinckley-Finlayson Elementary
Hmong College Prep Academy
Holy Name of Jesus School
Homecroft Elementary
Home Educated Youth
Humboldt High School
International Spanish Language Acad-
emy
Jeffers Pond Elementary
John Ireland Catholic School
Jordan Middle School
Kaleidoscope Charter School
Kelliher Public School
King Of Grace Lutheran
Lakes International Language Academy
Lakewood Elementary
La Ola del Lago
Laura MacArthur Elementary
Leave No Trace Master Educator
Lester Park School
Lowell Elementary School
Loyola Catholic School
Manvel Public School
Many Rivers Montessori
Maple Lake Elementary
Marshall School
Mary Queen of Peace
Midway School
Midway Star Academy
Miltona Science Magnet Elementary 
School
Minnesota Naturalists’ Association
Minnesota State Envirothon
Minnesota Waldorf School
Minnetonka Middle School East
Minto School
Mounds View Community Ed

Murray Jr. High
Myers-Wilkins Elementary
New City School
New Discoveries Montessori Academy
New London-Spicer Middle School
Northern Lights Community School
North Metro Flex Academy
North Shore Forest Collaborative Staff
Nyquist Elementary
Oak Ridge Elementary
Oak Ridge Elementary
Oak Ridge Elementary
Onamia Junior High
Our Lady Of The Lake
Our Village School
Park River Area  School
Phoenix Learning Center
Prairie Creek
Prairie Lutheran School
Presentation Of Mary
Providence Academy
Ramsey County Youth Plus Program
Red Lake Schools
Redtail Ridge Elementary 
Roseau School District
Saint Jude of the Lake
Saint Rose of Lima
Sawtooth Mountain Elementary
Schoolcraft Learning Community
Sejong Academy
She Ascends
Shell Lake School District
Sierra Club
Solon Springs School
Southside Family Charter School
St. Paul School of Northern Lights
St Anthony Park Elementary
St Charles Borromeo
St Croix Catholic
St Croix Preparatory Academy
St Francis De Sales
St John School of Little Canada
St Mary’s School-Morris
Stowe Elementary
St Patrick School
St Paul’s Lutheran School
St Peter’s School
St Stephen’s School
Summit Academy OIC
The Journey School
Trinity Lutheran/Our Lady of the Prairie
TRIO Upward Bound
Triton High School
Two Harbors High School
Two Harbors High School
UMD MS-Gateways to Medicine & Research
Valley-Edinburg School District
Warroad Middle School
Washburn Middle School
Washington Technology Magnet School
Watershed High School
Watertown-Mayer Middle School
Westwood Elementary
William Kelley Elementary
William Kelley Elementary
Willow River Elementary
Winterquist Elementary
Woodbury Leadership AcademyWILLIAM KELLEY ELEMENTARY, SILVER BAY MN
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Expenses
Program services.....................................$3,314,174
Management & general................................727,400
Fundraising.................................................$97,779
Total expenses before depreciation*..........$4,139,353
Depreciation..............................................$644,698
Total expense..........................................$3,494,655

Revenue and Other Support
Program revenue................................. $2,290,208
Contributions and Grants........................ $787,436
Investment income.................................... $33,366 
Other income........................................ $158,483
Total Revenue..................................... $3,269,493

Statement of Financial Position
Current assets.................................................... $515,110
Fixed assets.................................................. $12,084,706
Operating Lease Right of Use................................ $34,485
Investments & supporting funds
    Endowment................................................... $534,494
    Board restricted reserve.................................. $519,550
Total Assets.................................................. $13,688,345

Current liabilities................................................ $654,809
Restricted net assets............................................ $685,702
Unrestricted net assets................................... $12,951,703
Total liabilities & equity.................................. $13,688,345

*Depreciation expense = $644,698

Wolf  Ridge Environmental Learning Center is a nonprofit, tax exempt organization under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code. This financial information is drawn from the 
audited financial statements by the accounting firm Esterbrooks, Scott, Signorelli, Peterson, Smithson, Ltd.

Fiscal year: September 1, 2023 - August 31, 2024

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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FISCAL YEAR SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 TO AUGUST 31, 2024
DONORS

$10,000+
Patricia Coppo and Susan McCabe
Raeanna Gislason
Gaylen and Julie Harms
Harpreet Kaur
Lori Meehan and Andy O’Brien
Donald Nelson
Keri Powell and Daniel Marks
Janet Putnam
Nancy Schultz and John Eckfeldt
Schele and Phil Smith
Lynnae and Timothy Taylor
Barr Engineering Co.
CR-BPS
Lloyd K Johnson Foundation
Northland Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
The Cliffs Foundation
The Donald Weesner Charitable Trust
The Helgeson Foundation
The Reddy Foundation
University of Minnesota
Upper Lakes Foods, Inc

$5,000+
Russ and Becky Bierbaum

Nancy Quattlebaum Burke

Eugene and Tamara Champeau

Michael and Betsy Dickoff

Tom and Andrea Moffatt

Raj and Marie Pillai

Gloria Plautz

Bruce Redmon and Connie Manske

Ann and John Rethlefsen

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation

$2,000+
Nancy Albrecht
Jean Anderson
Tom and Margit Berg
Bill Burns
Edward and Judy Cannon
Joel and Alexandra Cannon
Paul and Joan Fuchs
Donna Hill
Jan Kent
Ken and Carol Kidder
Charles Lea
Allen and Kathleen Lenzmeier
Amy Lynch and Spencer Johnson
Lucy Mitchell
Jo Ann Olson
Buzz and Carolyn Pierce
George and Sylvia Roman
Thomas Rumreich and Ruth Ronning
Harriet Smith
Linda Starr
Donnette and Gregory Wheelock
Frederick and Eleanor Winston
American Legion Post 630
Anonymous Anonymous
Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation
Fred Babcock VFW 5555
Steven C Leuthold Family Foundation

$1,000+
Sandra and Tom Ahlstrom
Rob and Carolyn Albright
Meg Anderson

Kay Becken
Meghan and David Blodgett
Susan Blumentals
Katherine Bovee
Morgan Burns
Edmund and Harriett Chute
Doug Connell and Gail Murton
Mary C. Dolan
Cynthia Foster
Anna Gerenday
Mary Graf
Anne Heegaard
John F Hick
Kathryn Iverson and Michael Menzel
Tom and Sue Leaf
David and Ruth Legvold
Joseph Lutz
Ted and Aileen Lyle
Jim Manolis and Emily Green
Holly Morris and Renee Holoien
Stuart and Katy Noun
Robert O’Hara
Eric and Heidemarie Olson
Donna Peter
John and Julie Priem
Michael and Joan Rajala
Patrick and Julie Schoff
Bill and Judy Walter
Tom Wintz
Gary Zinter
Daniel Hulse Family Fund
Eveleth Elks Lodge 1161
Forest Lake Lions Club
Marshall County Driftskippers Snowmobile Club
McKinstry Charitable Foundation
Moose Lodge 1274
Optimist Club of St. Cloud
Pachel Foundation
Pamela Bakken Foundation
Solomon Strategies Group
The Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Thrivent Financial
VFW Post 4210
VFW Post 4847
Workday

$500+
Mary and Arlow Andersen
Nancy and Evan Anderson
Donna Becker
Deborah and Donald Bierbaum
Rebecca Borrud
Kim and Terry Bovee
Mark Carey
Tom and Gail Clifford
Leslie Cook
Andy Datko and Lisa Hesse
Sarah Edstrom
Rebecca Falk
Judy Fitzhugh
Scott and Allison Gage
Otis and Ann Godfrey
Jim and Cathy Gray
Meggin Gregory
Jeff Hanson and Margit Bretzke

Leaders of the Pack

The Wolf Ridge Leaders of the Pack are visionary 
supporters who have chosen to include Wolf 
Ridge in their estate plans. Through their enduring 
commitment, these individuals are ensuring that 
future generations will continue to be inspired by 
the natural world and be prepared to care for it. 
Their legacy sustains and strengthens the mission 
of Wolf Ridge for decades to come.

If you would like to consider joining this special 
community, we would be honored to speak 
with you. Your legacy can help shape the 
environmental stewards of tomorrow. More 
information can be found at www.wolf-ridge.org/
support or contact Misha Evertz at misha.evertz@
wolf-ridge.org.

Russ & Becky Bierbaum
Robert O’Hara
Donna Hill
Tom & Margit Berg
Marty & Kathy Duchscher
Lisa Hesse & Andre Datko
Laura Crosby
Eloise Nelson
Gloria Plautz
Greg & Donnette Wheelock
Terry McLaughlin & Vern Gersh
Tom & Sandy Ahlstrom
Harpreet Kaur
Patricia Harman
Nancy Schultz & John Eckfeldt
Anonymous (x5)
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FISCAL YEAR SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 TO AUGUST 31, 2024
DONORS

Dawn Hofstrand and EJ Kelley
Maggie King
Eric and Amy Klein
Erik Larson
Andy and Jamie McIntosh
Eloise Nelson
Kara and Mark Pavlisich
Beth Peter and Jeff Johnson
Jack and Genea Pichotta
Tari Rayala and Pat Kohlin
Peter and Sara Ribbens
Margaret and Will Roush
James Rustad and Kathryn Thomas
Paul and Julie Serakos
John and Laurel Shea
Michelle Sickmann
Lee Thao
Patricia and Skip Thompson
Peter Vujovich
Sonja Wolter
Abbott Laboratories
American Legion Post 39
Castle Danger Brewing Co
Google Charitable Giving
North Shore Bank
VFW Post 1782
VFW Post 4393
West Duluth American Legion Post No. 71
White Bear Lake Lions Club

$250+
Dennis and Leslie Adams
John Anderson
Timothy Anderson
Mary Blashill and Delora Fiers
Sarah Bransford and Jacob Rachuy
Melissa Brown
Ted and Sami Bulinski
Cassandra Burke
Elizabeth Burke
Sheri and Chris Camper
Mark Carlson
Kathy Chumley
Dillon Cody
John and Gwen Daniels
Kate and Julia Donaldson
Ann Ellis and Clayton Francis
John and Joanne Gordon
Peter and Lisa Gravett
Bonnie Grzeskowiak
Mark J Hanson
Peter and Carol Harris
Wesley Haut
Liz and Van Hawn
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard
Robert Hewitt
Frank and Diane Holappa
Sandra Jensen and Samuel Broaddus
Margaret Jones and Bruce Nowlin
Frank and Karen Koshere
Ellen Luken
Bruce Lunning
David Mair and Colleen O’Brien
Judith Martell
Joel and Erika Massie

Denise and Lincoln McCabe
Chris and Sharon McGrann
Wendy Nemitz
Julia and Brian Palmer
Natalie Panshin and Erika Barthelmess
Grethe Petersen
Anne Phares
Bridget Rach
Steve and Ann Robertson
Richard Salz and Kim Wolfgram Salz
Anne Schneider
Kirk Spresser
Mike Steffes
Dilip Subramanyam
Mike and Nina Sweeney
Nina and Mike Sweeney
Sandy and Russ Timmerman
Matthew Toavs
Ramona Treuer and Josh Richard
Cynthia Tritz
Jeff and Aimee Van Straaten
Bill and Kathy Vanderwall
Nancy and Chris Viola
Peter and Anne Wildenborg
Kirby and Cathy Wood
Jeff and Dawn Yost
Ameriprise Financial
Baptism River Community Church
Cooperative Light & Power
Eagles Aerie 350 Dacotah
Elk River Rogers VFW Post 5518
North Shore Federal Credit Union
Northern Pine Riders
Wood City Riders
Xcel Energy Foundation Matching Program

$100+
Kristen Allen
Allan Apter
Carmen Arnold
Ulrike Axen
Norm and Cindy Bauer
Dan Behrens
Erik Berg
Tom and Christina Blum
Terry Bongard
Sherry and Mark Boyce
Kristine Bradof
Sharra Brockman
Robert Brofford
Stephen Burk
Clint and Janet Carlson
David and Denise Carlson
Celeste Carty
Katharine Chute
Tracie and David Clanaugh
Frank Clifford and Barbara Anderson
Bronwyn Collins and Dan Brazil
Nancy and Craig Connelly
Danielle DiRe
Scott and Christina Dunnewind
Trinity Emineth
Sara Etzel
Andrew Ferguson
Anne and Steven Fisher

Brenda Flannery
Roxanne and Stanley Friesen
Beth Gastineau
Lynden and Lawson Gerdes
Judy Gibbs and Shawn Wentz
James and Sandra Gilbert
Paul and Mary Sue Godfrey
Katya Gordon
Mark and Jane Gottwald
John and Karen Gray
John and Janet Green
Stephen Gruber
Taylor Haberman
Monica Hamling
Patricia Harman
Marlen Haugen
Elise Haupt
Janet Hayman
Susan Heegaard
Mary Hegge
Lisa Hemp
Peter and Amy Sue Henrikson
William and Virginia Hickey
Robert and Terry Hodorff
Marvin and Judith Hoops
Beth Hoover
Lisa Huntley
Kent Isaacson
Lenore Janda
John and Jackie Jeffrey
Brad Johnson and Gail Buhl
Jay and Kirsten Johnson
Judy Johnson
Suzanne Kaehler
Eldon Kaul
Barry Kay and Benjamin Wolfe
Dylan Kelly and Marie Fargo
Amy Kay Kerber
Andrea Kircher
Daniela Kohen and Joseph Chihade
John and BJ Kohlstedt
Michelle Koomen
Joni and Nathan Kristenson
Janet Kurtz and Robert Morgan
Michael LaMarche
Ken and Carla Larsen
Wesley and Mary Laseski
Joan Laudeman
Lois Lenarz and Robert Kolasa
Tom and Diane Lentz
William Leonard
Daniel Lodin and Karen Ekgren-Lodin
Michael and Nancy Lyner
Bill Manahan
Nina Manzi
Anders Matney
Lois and Joel Maturi
Anne McKinsey
Becky McNally
Bill and Jane Meller
Paul and Marie Miller
David and Karen Minge
Michael and Rosanne Monten
Daniel Moore
William and Daphne Moore
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FISCAL YEAR SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 TO AUGUST 31, 2024
DONORS

Emily Moothart
Elizabeth and Davis Moravec
Sara Muender
James Mullin Fund and Franchelle Mullin
Kristen Nelson and Richard Cheeseman
Mark Niemann
Jennifer Niemi
Dick and Joan Niemiec
Michael Nystuen
Meghan OHare
Glenn Olsen and Barbara Hager Olsen
Tom and Lynn Osborn
Charles and Evelyn Payson
Peg and Terry Peterson
Nancy and Steven Piragis
Dave Platt and Megan Kern
Sharon Pleimling
Rose Purrington
Bryan Rebar
Robert and Margo Rebar
Betty Reichert
Nicole Reinarts
Jean Ronnei
Mark and Karen Rosen
Jan and Joe Sacco
Leanne Benge Savereide
Peter Scal
Jason and Anne Schlukebier
Joseph Schneider
Herbert and Barbara Schoon
Judy Schumacher
Carolyn and Raymond Serrano
Rene and David Settergren
Kimberly Shanks
Andrea Sit
Gregory and Martha Smetana
Tiffany Smith
Peter and Kristin Somers
Paul Spreitzer
Wendy Stanton
Glenn Strand
John Thein
Benjamin Thompson
Joanne and Rob Thompson
Elaine and Stephen Thrune
Jane Timmerman
Ronald and Margaret Troy
Beth and Dean Van Hoever
Erin Waldorf
Linda Walker
Susan and Robert Warde
Thomas and Carol Warren
Sydney Weisinger
Mary Wierschem
Jonathan and Sarah Wilmshurst
Steven Wilson and Mary Shedd
Kathleen Wold
David and Linda Wolf
Allison Wood and Julie Flotten
Amy Workman and J. J. Groskinski
David and Diane Wright
Roberto Zayas and Melissa Eblen-Zayas
Anderson-Claffy Post 109
Beckhoff Automation
Best Buy Co, Inc

CF Design, Ltd
Cook County Whole Foods Coop
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Moose Lodge 2098
Park State Bank
Sons of the American Legion West Duluth
Superior Locksmithing
Two Harbors Federal Credit Union
VFW Post 1350 North St Paul
VFW Post 3817

Under $100
Bruce Albrecht
Meredith and Bob St. Pierre
Robert and KJ Bach
Jacob Bendel
Craig Berdan
Jerry and Phyllis Bergmann
Beth Bockes
Hanna and Erik Brandt
Mary Bryant
Bonnie Campbell and Galen Miller
Stephanie and Charles Carpenter
Carra Carr
Ann Coffin
Jack and Bobbi Conrad
Nancy Cotter
Brad Coulthart
Gregory and Laura Coy
Jennifer David
Robert Deist
Amy and David Demmer
Pat and Lori Driscoll
Sally Dunn
Lindsey Eichenlaub
Adrienne Falcon and Dave Geist
Jennifer Falkofske
Ed Freeman
Susan and Dewey Fritz
Elizabeth Gerrits
James Gillach
Bill and Pat Gurnon
Hannibal and Robbie Haase
Jessica Hackner
Carole Hallin
Teri Hammarback
Barbara Hauser
Janis Kivela Hooey
Maggie Horning and Douglas Nakari
Maria Hurni
Carol Jackson
Neal Jackson
Robert and Kathryn Jackson
Geraldine Jensen
Annie Johnson
Mayme Johnson
Kenneth Jones and Donna Slipher-Jones
Mike Jones
Suzanne Kaminski
Norb and Nancy Kelly
Kari Kilen
Joseph Kilian
Noelle Kirscht and Keenan Perera
Tom Koehler
Tim Koppelman and Elizabeth Senst Koppelman

Deb Kornhauser
Thomas and Katherine Kottke
John and Anne Kunkel
Maria Kustritz
Brook Lam
Linne and Bruce Lemke
Josh and Steph Leonard
Bill and Darla Lindquist
Jesse Lipson
Christine and Calvin Litsey
Cindy Lohman
Andrea Lorek Strauss and Kevin Strauss
Abigail Loyd
Amelia and Jason Lynch
Betty Magnuson
Morris and Sandra Manning
Judith Marshall
James and Jane Martin
Michelle Martin and George Shuffelton
Silas Matthies
Sheri May
Glenn and Patricia Mayer
Daniel and Lucy McInerny
Scott and Phyllis Mead
Jay and Leticia Miller
Luke Neuville
Kevin Nosbisch
Lori and Thomas Oftedahl
Frederick Olson
Nick and Joan Olson
Jeff Ortman and Robyn Fay-Ortman
Jill Padley
Roger and Kathleen Patterson
Gary Peterson
Anne Piasecki
Peter Pierson
Carol Prohska
Timothy Reese
Paul Renneisen
Marie Rickmyer and Manuel Bastida Ortiz
Peg and Steve Robertsen
Tim Ronhovde
Barbara Schummer
Jill Serres
Sandra Shannon
Dennis Shegos and Ellen Hart-Shegos
Connie Short
Alice and Ronald Silkey
Paul Smithson and Leslie McInenly
Michelle Strangis and Steve Pincus
Paul Swedenborg
Tom and Debra Tengwall
David Thompson
Frank and Terri Tilotta
Sandra Turbes and Thomas Powers
Elizabeth VanDenzen
Tom and Diane Vertin
John Waddle and Jennifer Carey Starr
Erin Waldorf
Jane and Nigel Wattrus
Laura Wildenborg
Jo Anne Wilson
GE Foundation Matching Gifts
MEI Total Elevator Solutions
UNFI


