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MEMORANDUM
FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Peter Smerud

This year, Wolf Ridge stood at the forefront of a growing movement thats

reshaping how we think about education, health, and our connection to the natural world.

In spring 2024, we proudly served as a thought leader in the push for Minnesota's Outdoor School for All (OSFA) Act.
While the bill ultimately did not pass, it sparked a powerful conversation, garnering widespread media coverage and
catalyzing similar legislative efforts in at least seven other states. The message resonated - outdoor learning is essen-
tial, and every child deserves access to it.

Wolf Ridge also contributed to another important initiative—the development of Minnesota's Children’s Outdoor
Bill of Rights. This policy framework outlines a vision where every child has guaranteed access to meaningful time in
nature. Remarkably, 14 of the 15 rights identified by the Governor’s task force can be fulfilled on a single trip to Wolf
Ridge.

These efforts reflect a deeper truth. In an age when young people spend more time indoors and online than ever be-
fore, access to the outdoors is no longer a luxury but a necessity. At Wolf Ridge, we are working every day to reverse
this trend. We don't just advocate, we act. In 2024, we provided nearly $400,000 in scholarships to help youth and
families experience Wolf Ridge, the most we've awarded in our 50-year history. That's a tenfold increase from pre-pan-
demic levels, and thanks to strong public and philanthropic support, we've secured this level of funding for the next
three years.

To carry this work forward, we've been actively strengthening our leadership team, bringing in new energy and
expanded expertise to meet the growing need for outdoor learning. I'm especially excited to announce the addition
of Rebecca Meyer to the team as our new Program Director. Her passion for outdoor education and her ability to
connect vision with implementation make her a tremendous asset to Wolf Ridge as we continue to grow and evolve.
With strong leaders at the helm, we are well-positioned to deepen our impact, innovate boldly, and ensure that every
youth's outdoor learning experience is meaningful, inclusive, and transformative.

People care deeply about the future of youth, their communities, and the planet. At Wolf Ridge, were responding
with real solutions that inspire hope, build leadership, and foster lifelong connections with the natural world.
We're grateful for your support and partnership now and in the seasons ahead.

Gratefully,

Peter Smerud
Wolf Ridge ELC Executive Director
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Fiscal year: September 1, 2023 - August 31, 2024

Expenses Revenue and Other Support

Program Services.............cooovveveveeerneennn. $3,314,174 | Program revenue.............cc....coevvennn. $2,290,208
Management & general ..................ooooini. 727,400 [ Contributions and Grants ....................... $787,436
Fundraising .........coovvieeiiiiiiiieeieeieee, $97.779 | Investment income ............couuuiiieeeeaannn.. $33,366
Tofol expenses before depreciqﬁon* ........ $4,] 391353 Other INCOME ., $]58,483
Depreciation...........cccvvieeeiiiieeeciiie e $644,698 | Total Revenue ... $3,269,493
Total expense.........ccooevviiiiieiiii, $3,494,655

Investment
Management income
& general 1%
18%

Program revenue
70%

Contributions
& Grants
Program services 24%
80%

Statement of Financial Position

CUITENE ASSETS ..o $515,110
Fixed asSets....oovuneeeeee e $12,084,706
Operating Lease Right of Use ............coooviiiiiinnnn $34,485
Investments & supporting funds

Endowment ......ooiieniiiieee e, $534,494

Board restricted reserve .........ccoviviiiiiiiiiieni, $519,550
Total ASSES .o $13,688,345
Current liabilities ........vuoeeeee e $654,809
Restricted net asSets........veeeeeeeeeeeeeeiieeeeeeei $685,702
Unrestricted net assets..............ccooeeeeiiiiiinnnn... $12,951,703
Total liabilities & equity ........ccooviiiiiiiiine. $13,688,345

*Depreciation expense = $644,698

Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center is a nonprofit, tax exempt organization under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code. This financial information is drawn from the
audited financial statements by the accounting firm Esterbrooks, Scott, Signorelli, Peterson, Smithson, Ltd.
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