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Information for New Schools

If you are a new school, or a school that does not attend every year, please contact us and provide the
following information:

1. Name of group.
2. Grade/ages of students.
3. Number of students and adults (a good guideline to go by is 2-3 adults for every 17 students, or at

least 1 adult for every 15 students.) Wolf Ridge has a 15 person minimum group size.
4. Interest in a 3-Day/2-night stay or 5-Day/4-night stay.
5. Time of the year or month you are interested in coming.

Together we will identify a date that works for you. You will receive a Program Contract due 30
days after receipt.

A few months before your trip, you will be sent a Google Drive folder with information to help
you plan your trip and forms to fill out.

If you have any questions, you can reach out to the program coordinator, Shelby Roback.
Contact information is listed below.

We look forward to working with you!

Shelby Roback | Program Coordinator

Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center
6282 Cranberry Rd, Finland, MN 55603

phone: 218-353-7414 ext.107
fax: 218-353-7762

e-mail: shelby.roback@wolf-ridge.org
website: wolf-ridge.org
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About Wolf Ridge

Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center is an accredited residential environmental school for persons
of all ages. It offers immersion programs which involve direct observation and participation in outdoor
experiences and focus on ecology and science, human culture and history, personal growth, group
building and outdoor recreation.

Our Mission
“To develop a citizenry that has the knowledge, skills,

motivation and commitment to act together for a quality environment.”

What We Do

Wolf Ridge is a place where minds open to the joy and wonder of discovery of our natural world. We
seek to stimulate a love and understanding of nature by involving children and adults in direct
observation of and participation in the outdoors. We
promote self-awareness and leadership development
in the process.

Activities and classes at Wolf Ridge are nearly all
outdoors, typically three hours in length. Over fifty
different classes and activities are available. Class
subjects include environmental science, cultural
history, contemporary environmental issues, personal
growth, team building, and outdoor recreation.

Where
We’re Located

In environmental education, the outdoors is the classroom –
and ours is spectacular. Located on a ridge overlooking Lake
Superior, Wolf Ridge’s 2,000-acre campus is bordered by
the Baptism River and features creeks, two lakes, two high
peaks, 18-miles of trail, and a mixed forest of maple, birch,
and spruce. Wildlife is abundant and includes pine marten,
eagles, moose, black bear, white-tailed deer, fox, wolves,
beaver, peregrine falcons, and loons. Facilities include four
classroom buildings, two dormitories, a dining hall, a raptor
aviary, a library, two auditoriums, two rock-climbing walls,
two outdoor ropes courses, and an administration building.
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School Trip Options

Wolf Ridge specializes in 3-day/2-night and 5-day/4-night trips and can host groups ranging in size from
15 to 320 participants.

3-day Trip Option
These trips are either Monday–Wednesday, Wednesday–Friday, or Friday–Sunday. Arrival time is
11:00-11:30 am on the first day, followed by an orientation and lunch. Departure time is 1:30 pm at the
latest on the last day. Groups that eat lunch in the dining hall on the last day usually leave around
1:15pm. Groups that have a longer drive sometimes leave earlier and get a packed lunch to take with
them. For a normal 3-day trip, there are 4 total 3-hour long daytime classes. Weekend trips have 3 total
3-hour long daytime classes.

5-day Trip Option
These trips are Monday–Friday. Arrival time is 11:00-11:30 am on the first day, followed by an
orientation and lunch. Departure time is 1:30 pm at the latest on the last day. Groups that eat lunch in
the dining hall on the last day usually leave around 1:15. Groups that have a longer drive sometimes
leave earlier and get a packed lunch to take with them. For a normal 5-day trip, there are 8 total 3-hour
long daytime classes.

4



Scheduling

Before You Arrive

Once you are scheduled for a trip, we will send you a program planning folder through Google
Drive which will have information for you on planning your trip and forms to fill out. You can fill
these forms right in the google folder, and we will see when they are completed. If you don’t
complete them 6 weeks prior to your trip, we will send out a reminder email. We cannot send out
schedules and dorm assignments until each school for that particular week finishes filling out their
forms, so it is important to get these in on time.

Handouts and Instructions
This folder has checklists for you to use while planning your trip, as well as handouts for
chaperones and families. These include:
● Scheduling and Group Responsibilities checklists.
● Information for Chaperones and Families.
● Wolf Ridge Scholarship Application.

Forms to Fill Out
This folder contains forms that need to be filled out before your trip. Please fill them out online and
keep them in your folder when you are done for us to access.

● Group Information Form: This form asks you to fill out your information about your group and
how to contact you. It also asks for your arrival and departure dates and times, and your first and
last meals that you will be having with us. This form is due 6 weeks prior to your trip.

● Participant Numbers Form: This form asks for your participant numbers, broken into
categories: Students, Chaperones, and Teachers. This allows us to assign dorm rooms and bill
accurately. This form is due 6 weeks prior to your trip.

● Class Scheduling Information Form: This form asks what concept areas, classes, and evening
activities your group is interested in. We use this information to create your program schedule
for your trip. Please rank the concept areas and classes based on what you are most interested in
taking. We always try to give schools as many of their top ranked classes as possible. This
depends on how many other schools are on campus and what classes they chose as well. We
can only guarantee both Adventure Ropes and Indoor Rock Climbing for 5-day groups. 3-day
groups will get one or the other. This form is due 6 weeks prior to your trip.

● Food Service Information Form: This form asks you to fill out the dietary restrictions for your
group. Please let us know how many participants in your group (this includes chaperones and
teachers) are vegetarian, gluten free, dairy free, have a nut allergy, don’t eat pork, or have other
allergies or restrictions. You will also be asked if there are any birthdays during your trip, and if you
want Wolf Ridge to provide an evening snack for an additional fee. This form is due 2 weeks
prior to your trip.

● Certificate of Insurance Request Form: This is a form to send to your insurance company
requesting a certificate of insurance that includes proof of work comp and general liability
coverage. Wolf Ridge must be named as an “additional insured” for activities while at Wolf Ridge.
The certificate of insurance is due prior to your trip.
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Liability Forms
In the “Liability Form” folder, you will find an electronic liability form that you can send to parents. It
also contains a liability form that you can print and distribute instead. There are instructions for the
electronic liability form included in this folder. Please complete these online or bring completed
liability forms with you and give them to your liaison when you arrive.

Additional Resources
This folder contains a lot of information about Wolf Ridge, and is a great place to look if you have
questions. It also contains floor plans for the dorms, a sample schedule, information about the dining
hall, lodging, emergency procedures, and other helpful information.

At Arrival

● Liability forms: Please give all liability forms
for participants, including adult chaperones,
school personnel, and students (you too!) to
your liaison. You can also use the online
liability form to complete this step prior to
arrival. These forms are due at arrival.

● Roster of all participants. First and last
names of all attending adults and students,
including teachers, must be listed (you too!).
Billing will be based on this list. Plan on
verifying names at checkout on the final day.
This form should be updated in your
Google folder on arrival.

During Your Stay

Your Liaison
You will be assigned a liaison who will meet you at your dorm when you arrive and help you move
in. They will do a large group orientation for your students and staff, and then meet with you to go
over more details for your stay. Your liaison will be your first point of contact for most things, and
will help you with any questions you have, arrange necessary equipment, and coordinate evening

activities. Your liaison will be around for most
meals to check-in with you, and can be
contacted by dialing 172 on any of the
landlines at Wolf Ridge.

Homerooms
You will be assigned a homeroom in your dorm for
meeting and gathering during your stay, and for
storing luggage before you depart.
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Wolf Ridge Store
The Wolf Ridge store is located in the Science
Center and will be open during designated times
during your stay. Use of the store will be
scheduled in advance and an adult from your
school must be present to monitor students. Only
20 students are allowed in the store at a time, so
you may need to schedule smaller chunks of time
for groups of students within your allotted time.

Dorm Space
You will be staying in one of two dorms on
campus, either the Margaret A. Cargill (MAC)
Lodge or the Summit Lodge. You will often be
sharing the dorm with other groups, so please
stay in your assigned section.

Meals
Meals are served in either the Fireplace Dining Hall or the Lake Superior Dining Hall. Your dining
hall will be noted on your schedule. Your meal times will also be on your schedule. Meal times are
staggered with other schools to reduce congestion and waiting time in the dining hall, so please be
on time to your meals.

Accessibility
The buildings at Wolf Ridge are accessible to people who are physically disabled, although the gravel
pathways may be difficult. The lakes and outlying areas are not easily accessible. We have a variety of
accessibility equipment that enables all students to participate in activities on campus. Please contact us
ahead of time if you have any students who might need accessibility equipment, so that we can work
with you to ensure the best possible experience for everyone. We request to be informed of any
students in your group with disabilities that our instructors should be aware of. This will help us provide
a safe and valuable experience for each student.

Before You Leave
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Personal belongings should be moved out of dorm rooms and placed to the side in your
homeroom by 9:00 am.

School coordinators are asked to stop by the office for a formal check out. During your check
out, we will confirm dates for next year's visit and confirm your total participant numbers. The
following week we will email you a Program Contract and ask for its return 30 days after receipt.

Wolf Ridge requires a credit card number to hold your reservation. The credit card will not be
billed unless the Cancellation Policy is broken. If a credit card is not an option, we will accept a
check for 10% of the estimated fee. The check will be cashed and applied to your bill. If your
cancellation meets the cancellation policy requirements, we will refund your 10% deposit.

Cancellation Policy applies only in the event of the group NOT attending Wolf Ridge for the
reserved dates. Wolf Ridge must be informed of the cancellation no later than the 60-day deadline
or the credit card will be billed 10% of the reserved participant numbers.

Departure

Your liaison will set up a time to do a closing with your group to help them reflect on their time at Wolf
Ridge. They will also take a group picture for you.

If you requested a travel meal as your last meal, it will be packed in bulk and your liaison will pick this
up for you from the dining hall.

There may be other groups arriving as you depart, so try to keep vehicles to the side of the road while
packing up so that other people can get through.

8



Fee schedule

The Package Fee for students and adults provides lodging, food, equipment, and instruction, plus
all standard services indicated in this planner. This includes a first and last lunch (or bag lunch) on
arrival and departure days. Weekend stays are an exception with a 4pm arrival and dinner as the
first meal instead of lunch. Contact the Program Coordinator, or see the website for updated rates.

Scholarships
Wolf Ridge has some scholarships available for schools who have financial need. The scholarship
application can be found on the website, and should be filled out and returned to the program
coordinator 2 months prior to your trip.

Fund raising

Wolf Ridge has a long tradition of printing and distributing calendars as fundraising products to
raise money so school children can attend the 3-5 day on-site environmental enrichment programs
at the Wolf Ridge campus. To order: call 218-353-7414 or email us at mail@wolf-ridge.org

CALENDAR 2023

Travis Novitsky
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Scheduling Checklist

Before You Arrive

Complete the Forms to Fill Out in your Wolf Ridge Google folder:

Group Information Form due 6 weeks prior to trip

Participant Numbers Form due 6 weeks prior to trip

Class Scheduling Information Form due 6 weeks prior to trip

Food Service Information Form due 2 weeks prior to trip

Send the Certificate of Insurance Request Form to your school's business office
due 2 weeks prior to trip

Distribute and collect Adult and Child Liability Forms
(located in the “Liability Form” folder of your Google folder)

After You Receive Your Wolf Ridge Schedule

Assign students to learning groups

Assign students to dorm rooms
(dorm maps can be found in the “Additional Resources” folder of your Google folder)

Assign Adult responsibilities using the Group Responsibility Checklist
(located in the “Handouts and Instructions” folder of your Google folder)

At Arrival

Meet and discuss details with your liaison.

Confirm number of participants, dietary restrictions, snack, and last meal with liaison.

Give completed liability forms to your liaison.

Before You Leave

Check-out in the office to confirm final billing numbers and schedule dates for next year.

10



Class Offerings

Class descriptions, outcomes and MN Curricular Standards can be found on our website.

Daytime Class Offerings

Wolf Ridge instructors teach all daytime classes at Wolf Ridge, unless a visiting teacher requests to
teach. Daytime classes are scheduled from 8:30-11:30am and 1:30-4:30pm. Classes meet in the
Education Building, the Science Center, or the lobby of the dorm. Students are expected to come to
class prepared for the weather. Group meetings before classes are a good time to review how to be
prepared for the day. Class size is around 20 including students and adults.

All day Classes
These take place from 8:30-4:30 at our Forest Ecology Building site. Different classes (as noted below)
can be combined to create an all day field site experience. On-site lunch is provided. During the cold
season we provide an on-site warm meal.

Concept Area: Outdoor Recreation Skills

Cross Country Skiing (may be paired for a
full day) (January-March)

Canoeing (early May-mid October)

Superior Snowshoe (January-March)

Beginning Orienteering

Competitive Orienteering

Superior View Hike (April-December)

GPS & Geocaching

Concept Area: Animal Ecology

Animal Signs (may be paired for a full day)

Beaver Ecology (may be paired for a full
day)

Birds

Small Mammals (mid April - October)

Northwoods Mammals

Frogs & Toads (mid April - October)

Concept Area: Aquatics

Fisheries Management (may be paired for a
full day) (mid-April - October)

Frozen Lake Study (January - mid-March)

Lake Study (May - October)

Stream Study (may be paired for a full day)
(mid-April - October)

Concept Area: Creative Arts

Earthworks

Concept Area: Plant Ecology

Forest Ecology (may be paired for a full day)

Wetlands (May - October)

Trees and Keys

Plant Study

Lichens
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Concept Area: Environmental Issues

Changing Climates (mid-April - November)

Energy in My Home

Renewable Energy

Concept Area: Cultural History

Ojibwe Heritage (April - November)

Ojibwe Snowshoe (January - March)

Voyageur Life (April - November)

Concept Area: Food and Farming

Farming 101 & Plants and Pollinators (all
day class) (March-November)

Farming 101 (may be paired for a full day)
(May-September)

Seeds of Change

Concept Area: Earth & Physical Science

Geology (mid-April -November)

Weather

Snow Study

Concept Area: Team Skills

Winter Survival (mid November-March)

Team Games

Concept Area: Personal Growth

IMPORTANT: Three adults from your group must be
supervisors during both the Indoor Rock Climbing and
Adventure Ropes. Two adults must be prepared to go
up in towers for the Adventure Ropes Course. Due to
site limitations, we can only guarantee five-day groups
both Rocks and Ropes. Three-day groups may get one
or the other.

Adventure Ropes

Indoor Rock Climbing
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Evening Class Offerings

Evening Classes
Evening classes go from 6:30-9:15pm. These are either taught by Wolf Ridge Naturalists, or by your
adults. Three adults from your group must be supervisors during both the Indoor Rock Climbing and
Adventure Ropes. Two adults must be prepared to go up in towers for the Adventure Ropes Course.
Due to site limitations, we can only guarantee five-day groups both Rocks and Ropes. Three-day
groups may get one or the other.

Adventure Ropes (taught by Wolf Ridge staff)

Indoor Rock Climbing (taught by Wolf Ridge staff)

Voyageur Canoeing (taught by your adults) (May-mid October)

Canoeing (taught by your adults) (May-mid October)

Evening Activities
Evening activities are from 6:30-8:00pm. Your adults facilitate and teach the evening activities.
Lesson plans and equipment are provided by Wolf Ridge. Lesson plans can be viewed ahead of time
on our website and instructional videos on how to facilitate the activities can be found on our
YouTube channel. Your liaison will set up the evening activities for you.

Block Printing (craft) Team Games (active)

Paper Making (craft) Volleyball (active)

Rope Making (craft) Light/Night Hike (active)

Owl Pellet Dissection (inquiry) BreakOut EDU - Geology

Mystery Skulls (inquiry) Watershed Game (8th grade - adult)

Story Cubes (reflective)

Evening Programs
An evening naturalist presentation is provided from 6:30-7:15 pm. Wolf Ridge staff will utilize
slides, theatrics, and audience participation to highlight a specific piece of natural or cultural
history. Evening programs are assigned to groups and are scheduled the week prior to your visit.
They may include: The Night Sky, Fur Trade, History of the North Shore, Wolves, Raptors, Bats,
and Logging Camp Life.

Additional Evening Opportunities
There are additional optional evening activities that occur from 8:00-9:00 pm. These include a
campfire, which is led by your adults, or astronomy, which is led by a Wolf Ridge Naturalist.
Please indicate on your Class Scheduling form if you would like either of these added to your
schedule.
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Sample Schedule
An average day at Wolf Ridge looks like this:

Breakfast 7:30 - 8:00 am

(Breakfast KP) 7:00 - 8:15 am

Morning Class 8:30 - 11:30 am

Lunch 12:15 - 1:00 pm

(Lunch KP) 11:45 am - 1:15 pm

Afternoon Class 1:30 - 4:30 pm

Dinner 5:15 - 6:00 pm

(Dinner KP) 4:45 - 6:15 pm

Evening Program or, 6:30 - 7:15 pm

Evening Activities or, 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Evening Class 6:30 - 9:15 pm

Night Class 8:00 - 9:00 pm

Class Times
There are 2-3 class periods each day at Wolf Ridge. The morning class is from 8:30-11:30 am. The
afternoon class is from 1:30-4:30 pm. The evening class is from 6:30-9:15 pm, and will only be either
the Ropes Course, Rock Climbing, Canoeing, or Voyageur Canoeing. If not scheduled for an evening
class, you will either have an evening program from 6:30-7:15 pm, or evening activities from 6:30-8:00
pm. Optional night classes include Astronomy and Campfire, and go from 8:00-9:00 pm.

Meal Times
Meal times are staggered between groups to reduce congestion in the dining hall, so please look for
your specific meal time and dining room assignment on the schedule that is sent to you by the Program
Coordinator. Your liaison will also tell you your meal times and dining room assignment when you arrive.
KP starts before the meal starts and ends after each meal is over. Please make sure your students are on
time to KP so that we can start serving at the correct time.

Down Time
You will have some down time during the day before and after meals, and after the evening program or
evening activities. Each group likes to use this time differently. Some options include: bringing games or
outdoor toys, having students journal or draw to reflect on their experiences, or letting students have
supervised rest time in the dorm.
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Reading the Schedule

The top bars on the schedule have information for each school group that will be on campus for that
week. Once you have located your school name, you can look across to find your homeroom space,
your dorm room assignments, your meal times and locations, your arrival and departure times with your
first and last meal, your assigned times for the school store, and the name of your liaison. The color of
the bar with your school’s information also corresponds to the color of the bar that you should look at to
find your school’s classes for each day.
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Lodging
Lodging is provided in one of two dormitories The Margaret A. Cargill (MAC) Lodge, or the Summit
Lodge. Each lodge is divided into four sections, has co-ed hallways, and dorm rooms with 4-8 beds and
private bathrooms and showers in each room. Both dorms contain coin-operated laundry facilities, a
courtesy phone for outgoing calls, and homeroom spaces for your group to gather in between classes.

Your dorm assignment
Specific dorm sections will be assigned for your group’s use. Assignments will be made to maximize
bed space in each room. Group size, and ratio of male to female participants, all influence dormitory
assignments. If available, extra rooms can be requested at an additional cost. Your group’s room
assignments will be sent with your schedule four weeks prior to your visit. Sections belonging to other
schools are off limits to all other students, although they may need to travel through the hallways.
Rooms have locks, but are generally left unlocked for safety reasons. The lead teacher will be given 2
keys that open all of the dorm rooms. There is a $7.50 charge for each lost key.

Dorm Supervision
All dorm supervision is the responsibility of the adults who accompany each group. Students are not
allowed in the dorm at any time without adult supervision. You are encouraged to schedule some
adults to eat meals early (with KP/RP) if you wish to allow students to return to the dorm directly after
meals.
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Quiet Time
Wolf Ridge requires a quiet time of 9:30 pm - 6:30 am for both students and adults. Please remember
to be quiet if you need to be moving around the building during quiet hours.

Lights
The Dorm hallways have motion sensitive lights, which turn on when needed. Outside pathway lights
are on from dusk to 11:30 pm and 5:00 am to sunrise.

Living in a dorm room
Personal storage in the dorms is limited. Plan
on living out of a pack, or suitcase, which
can be stored under your bed. Please be
respectful of the housekeeping staff and
clean dirty shoes off before entering the
dorms. Bed linen normally is not provided.
Students must bring their own sleeping bag,
pillow and toiletries.

Electric Appliances
Wolf Ridge generally does not allow
electronic appliances such as curling irons
and hair dryers.

Departure Day
Groups are required to clean their dorm area prior to final departure. This includes picking up all
trash and personal items. Dorm areas are checked and cleaned before your arrival. Prior to departure
they will be checked again, and charges will be made for broken or damaged items, or insufficient
cleaning. A per hour fee will be assessed if extra cleaning is necessary.

Departure Day Policy
You will be asked to move out of your dorm space before the morning class on your departure day
(by 9:00 am). Luggage can be stored to the side of your homeroom space. Bathrooms will be
available in the common rooms for your group to use before they board the bus.
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Food Service

Meals
Meals are served in either the Fireplace Dining
Hall or the Lake Superior Dining Hall. Here,
students will enjoy a range of delicious menu
options, including seasonal food freshly
harvested on campus from the Wolf Ridge
Organic Farm.Your dining hall will be noted on
your schedule. Your meal times will also be on
your schedule. Meal times are staggered with
other schools to reduce congestion and waiting
time in the dining hall, so please be on time to
your meals.

Meals are served cafeteria style. Teachers and chaperones are responsible for meal line order.
Seconds will be announced when all groups have been served. Everyone is required to bus their trays
and dishes. Adults closest to spills are requested to go to the kitchen and ask for a mop or rag to clean
up.

Kitchen Patrol (KP)
Each school must provide kitchen patrol helpers
(KP). The ratio is one helper for every 15 people in
your group; a group of 150 is required to provide
ten helpers for each meal. One adult is required to
accompany student kitchen patrol. Kitchen patrol
helpers should arrive at 7:00 am for breakfast,
11:45 am for lunch, and 4:45 pm for dinner. They
will eat first, and then help serve food, pour drinks,
and dry dishes. At the end of each meal, KP will
get a special treat. Most students love doing KP,
and it should not be used as a disciplinary action.
Please note KP helpers are required to remain until
8:15am for breakfast, 1:15 pm for lunch, and 6:15
pm for dinner.

Dishes
Please bring your dishes up to the dish counter
when you are done. Scrape off all food scraps into
the trash, then stack trays on the counter. Place
silverware in the utensils dish, pour any liquid into
the liquids bucket, and place cups in the cup rack.
Keeping this area neat helps us get through dishes
faster and more efficiently!

Coffee is available in the dining hall from 6:00 am until 6:00 pm. Please bring a travel mug.
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Special Dietary Needs
Please inform us ahead of time of any special dietary needs, allergies, or birthdays by filling out
the food service information form in your google folder. This information will be confirmed with
your liaison upon arrival. The kitchen and dining halls are PEANUT AND TREE NUT FREE. We
are able to accommodate vegetarian and gluten free diets, but may not be able to accommodate

more specialized diets. Please call a few weeks ahead of
time to talk to the kitchen manager about special diets like
those that are medically prescribed.

We are currently unable to offer vegan snacks during
classes, so plan to bring these with you.

The kitchen will supply a treat for any student who’s
birthday occurs during a trip. Please put this on the food
service form and notify your liaison when you arrive.

Travel Meals
You have the choice of eating in the dining hall or requesting a
travel meal that you can eat on the bus for your departure day.
Travel meals must be requested ahead of time using the
food service information form. We pack departure meals in
bulk to reduce waste and offer you fresher and more nutritional
food options. We will pack bulk items in a box that your liaison
will bring to your homeroom on departure day.

Evening Snacks
Wolf Ridge can provide evening snacks for your group for an additional fee. These must be ordered
in advance on the food service information form. If bringing your own snacks, for the safety of all
guests, please ensure that the snacks have no peanuts or tree nuts as ingredients. Snacks
can be stored in lounges or laundry rooms. No food is allowed in the dorm rooms.
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Stewardship

Recycling Patrol (RP)
While at Wolf Ridge, our groups participate in Recycling Patrol
(RP) and Kitchen Patrol (KP). During RP, we ask that a recycling
team from your group sort and deposit the recyclables at the
outdoor recycling platform located by each dormitory. Students
and adults participating in RP eat early, at the same time as KP,
and then take out the recycling during the normal meal time. If
you bring your own snacks, we ask that you choose items in
reusable or recyclable packaging or accept the responsibility of
disposing of the trash produced. Most plastic water bottles are
made from raw petroleum. Americans consume approximately
85 million bottles of water every day. Please consider using
reusable water bottles while here at Wolf Ridge.

The Conservation Challenge
This challenge is used to encourage groups to conserve heat, water and electricity, and to recycle. Your
liaison will check your dorm section daily and write tickets for those infractions that do not meet the
goals of the challenge. Your school will start with 100 points and will lose points for each ticket. Picking
up trail trash and bringing it back to your homeroom space can help you redeem points. 10 pieces of
trail trash = 1 point. (Trash from snacks handed out during class, or from snacks that you brought with
you do not count. It must be trash that was found out on the trails and picked up). Schools who score
100 points or more will receive a conservation challenge plaque for their school.

Group Responsibility

In order to assure an appropriate standard of supervision, each school is expected to provide no less
than 1 adult chaperone for each 15 students attending Wolf Ridge. 3 adults are required to run the
Adventure Ropes Course and Indoor Rock Climbing for each time they are scheduled, and we require
a minimum of one adult chaperone in each class. More are welcome!

Daily Responsibilities

Science Center Store
20 students at a time will be allowed in the
store and an adult from your group must be
present to monitor students. You may be
scheduled at the same time as another group.
Typically, scheduled store times are before
lunch (11:30-12:15) and before dinner
(4:30-5:15). Please indicate your interest in the
store on the Group Information and Schedule
Form. You can shop for some things ahead of
time through the online store.
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Dorm Supervision
All dorm supervision is the responsibility of the adults who accompany each group. Students are not
allowed in the dorm at any time without adult supervision.

Kitchen Patrol (KP)
Each school must provide kitchen patrol helpers (KP). The ratio is one helper for every 15 people in
your group; a group of 150 is required to provide ten helpers for each meal. One adult is required to
accompany student kitchen patrol. Kitchen patrol helpers should arrive at 7:00 am for breakfast, 11:45
am for lunch, and 4:45 pm for dinner. They will eat first, and then help serve food, pour drinks, and
dry dishes. At the end of each meal, KP will get a special treat. Most students love doing KP, and it
should not be used as a disciplinary action. Please note KP helpers are required to remain until
8:15am for breakfast, 1:15 pm for lunch, and 6:15 pm for dinner.

Recycling Patrol (RP)
During RP, we ask that a recycling team from your group sort and deposit the recyclables at the outdoor
recycling platform located by each dormitory. Students and adults participating in RP eat early and then
take out the recycling during the normal meal time.

Daytime Class Group Responsibilities

Adults, both teachers and chaperones, are encouraged to attend and participate in daytime classes
instructed by Wolf Ridge staff. We require a minimum of one adult chaperone in each class.
More are welcome.

Adventure Ropes Course
3 adults are required to run the Adventure Ropes Course. 2 of these adults MUST be prepared to
go up in the towers.

Indoor Rock Climbing Course
3 adults are required for the supervision of the belayers in Indoor Rock Climbing. If this isn’t possible,
the class can still run with only 2 adults, however, only four of the six climbs will be in use at a time.

Evening Class Group Responsibilities

If your group is scheduled for Indoor Rocks, Adventure Ropes, Astronomy or Star Lab, your liaison will
teach that class. Eve

Evening Activities
Your adults are responsible for teaching the 6:30-8:00 pm evening activities. Your liaison will set the
classroom up, but instruction and take down are your responsibility. Lesson plans are included in the
kit that will be provided for you, and there are some instructional videos on our YouTube channel.
Classes that are your responsibility are noted on the schedule as “taught by group”. See sample
schedule on page 11.

Evening Programs
Some adults are required to attend the 6:30-7:15 pm naturalist evening program and to provide
adequate supervision of their students.

Campfires
Your staff is responsible for leading Campfires. Your liaison will set up the campfire for you.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbO1OdT0X-iAcTytCDehKErrXvDIWgONo


Group Responsibility Checklist
Daily Responsibilities

1 Adult scheduled for each store time.

Adult(s) scheduled for dorm supervision after class and meals.

Kitchen Patrol (KP) scheduled for each meal. Informational video online.

Recycling Patrol (RP) scheduled for every other day and departure day.
Informational video online.

Daytime Classes

At least one adult scheduled to attend daytime classes to provide behavior
management support and assist Wolf Ridge Naturalist as needed with the class.

THREE adults scheduled as supervisors for each Adventure Ropes course. They should
be prepared to stand on a tower or help catch students coming off of the zip-line.

THREE adults scheduled as supervisors for each Indoor Rock Climbing. Adult
supervisors assist with the safety of the class and should be aware that they are NOT to
take pictures or use their phones while acting as a supervisor.

Evening Classes

Adults scheduled to supervise the Evening Program from 6:30-7:15 pm (led by Wolf
Ridge).

Adults scheduled to teach Evening Activities from 6:30-8:00 pm. Lesson plans and
Instructional videos on how to run the classes are available on our website.

THREE adults scheduled as supervisors for each Adventure Ropes course. They should
be prepared to stand on a tower or help catch students coming off of the zip-line.

THREE adults scheduled as supervisors for each Indoor Rock Climbing. Adult
supervisors assist with the safety of the class and should be aware that they are NOT to
take pictures or use their phones while acting as a supervisor.

Adults scheduled to attend Astronomy, if scheduled for it. (led by Wolf Ridge)

Adults scheduled to lead a campfire, if scheduled for it.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1JoT3ZVeEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdxNJvpM7Pw
https://wolf-ridge.org/classes/


Details

Alcohol and Smoking
Alcohol is not allowed on the Wolf Ridge campus. Smoking is not allowed in or near any Wolf Ridge
building. Smoking is only allowed in the lower parking lot, below the main office.

Technology
Wolf Ridge generally does not allow technology such as ipods/mp3 players, ipads/notebooks and cell
phones for participants as they tend to be distracting. We understand that some students may use their
cell phones as their cameras and that you may use technology as a learning tool. Ultimately the
decision, the rules, and the consequences are your responsibility. If being used inappropriately during
a Wolf Ridge taught class, our staff will remove the device until after class.

Student Mail
Mail is delivered each day at lunch by your liaison. Please address mail to the student (including your
SCHOOL’S name), at Wolf Ridge, 6282 Cranberry Road, Finland, and MN 55603. Mail should be
sent a minimum of four days prior to your stay. Mail arriving after departure will be returned if the
return address is provided. Emails are NOT accepted nor delivered.

Cell Service
Cell service is available on campus. AT&T cell coverage works best, Verizon is spotty.

Electrical Outlets for Vehicles
These are available for buses. Teachers may plug them in the evening before departure. One private
vehicle per group may also be parked in the bus lot and plugged in the evening before departure. This
service is not available for other private vehicles, and Wolf Ridge does not provide a car starting
service.

First Aid and Medical Facilities
Each group is required to bring first aid supplies. Medical care, such as dispensing medications, caring
for sick children, decisions about the need for emergency care for students, and the administering of
basic first aid to their group members, is the responsibility of the visiting school or group. Schools and
groups should bring the supplies needed to address these basic medical care needs. All Wolf Ridge
program staff are trained in Standard First Aid and CPR. Wolf Ridge maintains first aid kits at key
locations around the 2000-acre site. AEDs can be found in each dorm and at the office. The closest
Emergency Room and Hospital is in Two Harbors (one hour away). Emergency transportation and
medical care is available from the Lake County Rescue Squad, based out of Finland (EMT First
Responders with a 15 min. response time) and the Silver Bay Ambulance (30 min. response time).
Wolf Ridge asks that you bring a car or other vehicle to use in the event of an emergency
room visit.

Insurance
Wolf Ridge has insurance for facilities and liability exceeding one million dollars. Students and adults
are responsible for their own health insurance. Our insurance requires all groups to provide us with a
certificate of proof of liability Insurance for your school or organization.
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Child Protection
Formal groups, schools, and others are required to have a sexual abuse policy, which defines group
policy and procedure while attending Wolf Ridge. Wolf Ridge staff is required to report any
indications of sexual abuse that they may observe while serving as instructors. This is a commitment
Wolf Ridge makes to its participants. Wolf Ridge enforces a “zero tolerance” policy for sexual and/or
physical abuse. It shall be a violation of this policy for any teacher, parent, employee, volunteer, or
other adult, to sexually or physically abuse any student or child participating in or present at Wolf
Ridge activities. Any violations should be made known immediately to one of the teaching staff, the
Executive Director, or the Education Director. The investigation will be led by the Executive Director
or the Education Director in accordance with the mandatory reporting provisions of MN Stat.
626.556 subd.3 (1997).

Wolf Ridge also observes a “Two-person Rule”, where no adult is left alone with any one child.
Students must be under adult supervision at all times while at Wolf Ridge, including the dorm. No
corporal, or physical punishment is permitted at Wolf Ridge.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for
employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where

applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity

conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) If
you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint

Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to
request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed

complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. Individuals who
are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339;

or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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