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STAFF
Chair: Russell Bierbaum
Members:
   Nancy Quattlebaum Burke
   Gene Champeau
   Doug Connell
   Pat Coppo
   Andy Datko
   Sarah Edstrom
   Sara Hill
   Raj Pillai
   John Priem
   Schele Gislason Smith
   Ron Sackett
   Nancy Schultz
   Lee Thao
   John Thein
   Sandy Timmerman
   Roberto Zayas

Executive Director
   Peter Smerud
Finance & Facilities Director
   Ken Smith
Development Director
   Meredith St. Pierre
Marketing & Communications Director
   Jessica Vance
Marketing & Communications
   Jolene Brink
Office/Store
   Krysty Fulton
   Kathy Chumley
Custodial
   Zack Bates
   Taylor Buus
   Rose Evans
Mentor Naturalists
   Celia Carr
   Emily Delfosse

Emeritus Trustees
   Thomas Atchison**
   Tom Berg
   Jim Brandenburg
   William M. Burns
   Richard Gray**
   Peter Heegaard**
   Robert Heller**
   Ron Kirk
   Donn Larson**
   Mike Latimer**
   Sigurd Olson**
   Jack Pichotta
   Michael Plautz**
   Rene Settergren
   Werner Tismer**
                 **deceased
Founder
   Jack Pichotta

Program
   David Butcher
   Peter Harris
   Danielle Hefferan
   Shelby Roback
   David Stieler
   Joe Walewski
   Lori Walewski
Farm
   Sarah Mayer 
Food Service
   Vicki Hanson
   Brandy Heilman
   Alyssa Klinker
   Robin Revier
Maintenance
   Carter Acker
   Bob Geatz
   Dave Nyquist
   Bob Wolke

BOARD OF TRUSTEES STAFF

ANNUAL REPORT
MEMORANDUM

*

*current

Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center and the USDA are equal opportunity providers and employers.

Wolf Ridge is a place where people come together in a learning community. This continued in new and unique ways over 
the last fiscal year. Maybe the most unique in our 50 years. We began the fiscal year with fear and uncertainty, scared for 
the future and wondering if Wolf Ridge would survive with a 99% loss of income as when we temporarily closed campus in 
March of 2020.

People stepped in to make sure Wolf Ridge would survive. The Board and staff were committed to a thoughtful process as 
they managed difficult decisions. Staff adapted and worked together to maintain facilities and programming. Education 
staff reached new audiences, increasing impact with the creation of Virtual Field Trips. Government support was critical 
from both the federal and state governments in the form of the Shuttered Venue Operator Grant and Paycheck Protection 
Programs. And of course donors. Donors stepped up like never before. New and returning donors gave all of us hope that 
Wolf Ridge would make it through this and provided a sense of calm for our community.

As Wolf Ridge opened back up for the 2021 summer, the local community was our priority. We worked with local schools to 
provide outdoor learning opportunities and hosted overnights in June. We started cautiously and thoughtfully to slowly 
build a fully open campus. What began with families and adults grew to groups of children. The joy in hearing voices on 
campus this summer after months of silence was truly wonderful.

People’s well-being is interconnected with the well-being of natural systems. We face increasingly complex challenges, from 
climate change to loss of species to decreased access to nature. Through all of this, we’ve learned we need the Wolf Ridge 
community more than ever. Together we will continue to equip people, communities, and organizations with the knowledge, 
skills, and motivation to make informed decisions to address those challenges. This experience has taught us that Wolf Ridge 
is resilient, secure, and ready for the next 50 years to continue this critically important work.
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Expenses 
Program services....................................$905,789
Management & general.............................308,321
Fundraising..............................................110,992
Total Expenses before Depreciation*......$1,325,102

Revenue and Other Support
Program revenue...................................$326,502
Investment income....................................179,863
Sales (net of expenses)..............................(13,999)
Grants & donations...............................1,124,441
Total Revenue....................................$1,616,777

Statement of Financial Position
Current assets/cash equivalents ..............$1,069,106
Fixed assets..........................................13,000,052
Investments & supporting funds
    Endowment...........................................457,844
    Board restricted reserve..........................584,551
Total Assets........................................$15,111,553

Current liabilities..................................$1,419,153
Restricted net assets...................................545,189
Unrestricted net assets...........................13,147,211
Total liabilities & equity........................$15,111,553

*Depreciation expense = $609,501

Wolf  Ridge Environmental Learning Center is a nonprofit, tax exempt organization under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code. This financial information is drawn from the 
audited financial statements by the accounting firm Esterbrooks, Scott, Signorelli, Peterson, Smithson, Ltd.

Fiscal year: September 1, 2020 - August 31, 2021

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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DONORS

* Life Members
** In-kind Donors

$5,000 +
Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency
Jean Anderson
Anonymous (1)
Barr Engineering Co.
Russ & Becky Bierbaum*
Susan Blumentals
Compeer Financial
Dharma Fund
Donald Weesner Charitable Trust
Driscoll Foundation
Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation
Robert Eddy
Gaylen & Julie Harms
John F Hick
Harpreet Kaur*
Ken & Carol Kidder*
Lake County
Allen & Kathleen Lenzmeier
Steven C Leuthold Family Foundation
Lloyd K Johnson Foundation
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
MN Dept of Agriculture
John & Marla Ordway, III
  Charitable Lead Trust
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Raj & Marie Pillai
Keri Powell & Daniel Marks
John & Julie Priem
Janet & Dick Putnam*
Nancy Quattlebaum Burke
Peter & Sara Ribbens
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
Lynnae & Timothy Taylor
The Cliffs Foundation
U.S. Small Business Administration
U.S. Forest Service

$2,000-$4,999
Elmer & Eleanor Andersen Foundation*
Anonymous (1)
Anna Gerenday
Schele Gislason-Smith & Phil Smith
Donna Hill*
Sara Hill
Benjamin Jaffray
Jamar Company
Les & Jan Kent*
Deborah Knudson
John Kohlstedt & BJ Smith Kohlstedt*
Kopp Family Foundation
Charles & Hope Lea
Carlyle & Christopher Miller
Lucy Mitchell
Stuart & Katy Noun
Pamela Bakken Foundation
John Percy
Jack & Genea Pichotta*
Pati Jo Pofahl & Charlie Nauen
RBC Foundation
Ann & John Rethlefsen
George & Sylvia Roman
Harriet Smith
Mike Steffes
Frederick & Eleanor Winston

$1,000-$1,999
American Legion Post 550 Bloomington
Mary & Arlow Andersen
Anonymous (2)
Gretchen Banks
Mary Blashill & Delora Fiers
Meghan Blodgett
Bloomington Lions Club
Rebecca Borrud
Greg & Michele Bushey
Edward & Judy Cannon
Doug Connell & Gail Murton
Andy Datko & Lisa Hesse
Mary C. Dolan
Sarah Edstrom
Ann Ferreira
Jim & Judith Fitzhugh
Paul & Joan Fuchs

Kelly & Kirk Geadelmann
Mary Graf
Jim & Cathy Gray*
Lea Hall*
Peter & Anne Heegaard*
Catherine Hren
Sandra Jensen & Samuel Broaddus
Margaret Jones & Bruce Nowlin
Arthur & Beth Ann Kidd
William Kiffmeyer & Laysha Ward
Joseph Lutz
Amy Lynch & Spencer Johnson
Judith Martell & Ruth Himes
Holly Morris & Renee Holoien
James Mullin Fund & Franchelle Mullin
Mutual of America Life Insurance Co.
Nandale Foundation
Kristen Nelson
North Shore Bank
North Shore Federal Credit Union
Ole & Ruth Tweet Family Fund
Ron & Lynn Olson
David & Susan Plimpton
Michael & Joan Rajala
Margaret & Will Roush
James Rustad
Al & Jane Schrader
Sarah Sinks-Kuhl & Scott Kuhl
The Lake Bank
The Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Wolohan Family Foundation

$500-$999
Sandra & Tom Ahlstrom
Ben Ahrens & Amy Giovanini
Shirley & Ken Anderson
John Anderson
Andrens Paint, Inc
Anonymous (3)
Tom & Kay Becken
Deborah & Donald Bierbaum
Katherine Bovee
Chip Brofford
Chip Brown
Melissa Brown
Mark & Gita Budd
Morgan & Anna Burns
CF Design, Ltd
Greg & Lynne Chalmers
Patricia Coppo & Susan McCabe
Becky Falk
Scott Gislason
Karen & John Gray
Great Lakes Gear Exchange
Patricia Harman
Liz & Van Hawn
Homecoming Photography **
David & Lynn Homzik
Amy Houser & Scott Pollei
Daniel Hulse Family Fund
Lisa Huntley
Christine Johnson
Susan Kerry
Heather Kieweg & Robert Cudinski
Maggie King
Jeffrey Lee & Esther Derby
David & Ruth Legvold
Rick & Helen Markwardt
Suzann Nelson
Michael & Jananne Nelson*
Megan O'Hara & RT Rybak
Robert O'Hara*
Glenn Olsen & Barbara Hager Olsen
William & Nan Onkka
Thomas Ossell
Beth Peter & Jeff Johnson
Svend & Maren Petersen
Bruce Redmon & Connie Manske
Robert & Caroline Fullerton Fund
Martha Schuetzle & Daniel Borek
Nancy Schultz & John Eckfeldt
Paul & Julie Serakos
Michelle Sickmann
Aaron & Jennifer Smith

John & Nancy Strom
Tom Tengwall
John Thein
Beth & Dean Van Hoever
Jeff Van Straaten
Nancy & Chris Viola
Jeff & Dawn Yost
Roberto Zayas & Melissa Eblen-Zayas
Gary Zinter

$250-$499
Timothy Anderson
Nora & Brent Bateman
Elissa Bean
Shawn Beaudette
James Beaudette
Doug & Bev Bennett
Mark Carlson
Cooperative Light & Power
Arthur & Patricia Coppo
Nia Freshman
Ben Friesen & Khamsin Page
Susan & Dewey Fritz
Ann Glumac & Bill Ulland
Dan Griep
Bonnie Grzeskowiak
Anne Haddad & Kelly Connole
Brad Hall
Jeff Hanson & Margit Bretzke
Steven & Patricia Harris
Susan Heegaard
Jeffrey & Lucy Heegaard
Teri Hefferan
Amy Sue & Peter Henrikson
John L Hick
John & Michelle Hickey
Frank Holappa
Jan & Kathy Horak
Eric & Pamela Iversen
Kathryn Iverson & Michael Menzel
Gregory & Kimberly Kittilson
Kate & Sam Knuth
Greg & Coralyn Koschinska
Thomas & Katherine Kottke
Shane Kucera
Darrin Lahr
Michael LaMarche
David Lanegran
Peter Langr
Ann Linnea* & Christine Baldwin
Julie Lucas
Bruce Lunning*
Marlene A Overby Trust
Rachel Matney & Fritz Bogott
Denise & Lincoln McCabe

Michael & Rosanne Monten
Rebecca Nadel
Keiko Nishimura
Jo Ann Olson
Eric & Heidemarie Olson
Organic Consumers Association
Peg & Terry Peterson
Anne Phares
Richard & Jan Pogue
Kelli Puhl
Kristin Achor & Michael Pursell
Larrie & Lou Ann Reese
Nicole Reinarts
Steve & Ann Robertson
Jan & Joe Sacco
Karen & Jonathan Sande
Tim & Sue Schmuck
Peter & Sue Smerud*
Paul Smithson & Leslie McInenly
Peter & Kristin Somers
Trinara & Griffin Sonstegard
Paul Spreitzer
Mike & Nina Sweeney
Kay Thomas
James & Kristin Ulland
Bill & Kathy Vanderwall
Peter Vujovich
Jonathan & Sarah Wilmshurst
Kevin & Jamie Zak

$100-$249
Pam & Loren Albin
Bruce Albrecht
American Legion Post 157
Kelly Amoth
Bruce Anderson
Nikki Anderson
Anonymous (6)
Allan Apter
Emily Arseneau
MJ Bach
Baptism River Community Church
Braden Barber
Darin & Katie Bartsch
David Baumgardner
Shawn Beaudette
Amy & Kyle Becken
Lisa Behr
Dan Behrens
Amy Behrens Sproat
Leanne Benge Savereide
Elena Bennett
Greg & Paula Bennett
Erik Berg
Beth Bockes
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DONORS

Richard Bodman & Hongyuan Lang
Terry Bongard
Kim & Terry Bovee
Sherry & Mark Boyce
Kristine Bradof
Hanna & Erik Brandt
Micaela Brevig
Sharra Brockman
Dustin Brown
John & Mary Ann Callahan
Mary Callahan Schreiber
John & Susan Capecchi
Hans Carlson
Kerry Carlson
Maria Carlson
David & Denise Carlson
Corinne Char
Katharine Chute
Frank Clifford
Tom & Gail Clifford
Bronwyn Collins & Dan Brazil
Nicole Colson
Mary Conroy
Leslie Cook
Jeanmarie Cook
Cook County Whole Foods Coop
Ryan Cox
John & Laura Crosby
Melissa & Chad Dahlberg
Daniel Disch & Emily Onello
Mark Donnelly & Veta Bonnewell
Roger Dorsey
Scott & Christina Dunnewind
Scott & Jan Ellingson
Ann Ellis & Clayton Francis
Darrell Ellsworth & Natalie Ellertson
Erin Eneboe
Becky Erickson & Dan Sullivan
Eveleth Elks Lodge 1161
Mary Beth Factor
Adrienne Falcon & Dave Geist
Kari Fenske
Steve & Cheryl Fish
Anne & Steven Fisher
Rhan & Selma Flatin
Emily Fox

Noam Freshman
Phil & Wendy Freshman
Roxanne & Stanley Friesen
Lawson & Lynden Gerdes
Judy Gibbs & Shawn Wentz
James & Sandra Gilbert
Katya Gordon
Mark & Jane Gottwald
John & Janet Green
Meg Gregory
Cathi & Jos Griffioen
Carin & Luke Gulstrand
Leslie Haley
Elsa Hansen
Peter & Carol Harris
Marlen Haugen
Mary Hegge
Donald Heian Fund
Thomas Hietpas
Shirley & Arnie Hill
Laura & Paul Holmes
Eric Holmstrom &
  Becky Anderson Holmstrom
Beth Hoover
Anndee Huff
Julia & Paavo Husen
Jennifer Jagielski
Robert & Lenore Janda
Bruce & Alison Jarvis
John & Jackie Jeffrey
Dana Jensen & Christopher Quam
Gregory D. Johnson
Patricia Johnson
Judy Johnson
Jay & Kirsten Johnson
Peter & Mary Karp
William Kee
Kevin & Tara Keil
Dylan Kelly & Marie Fargo
Lisa Kinney & Douglas Hippe
Ron Kirk*
Marte & Donald Kitson
Gordon & Janice Klein
Fred & Lou Anne Koerschner
Daniela Kohen & Joseph Chihade
Michelle Koomen

Deb Kornhauser
Frank & Karen Koshere
Anna Kruchowski
John & Anne Kunkel
Janet Kurtz & Robert Morgan
Thomas Lahmers
Wesley & Mary Laseski
Joan Laudeman
Mark Lavender
Don & Marlyce Lee
Linne & Bruce Lemke
Tom & Diane Lentz
William Leonard
Daniel Lodin & Karen Ekgren-Lodin
Elger Lorenzsonn
Cynthia Lund
Carrie Lynch
Erik Magnus
David Mair & Colleen O'Brien
Bill Manahan
Michelle Martin & George Shuffelton
Anders Matney
Renee Mattson
Lois & Joel Maturi
David & Brenda Maxwell
Glenn & Patricia Mayer
Chris & Sharon McGrann
Stewart & Kathy McIntosh
Anne McKinsey
Becky McNally
Scott & Phyllis Mead
Christine Mehrer
Bill & Jane Meller
Rob Merritt
Josh Michaud
Debra & Ben Miller
Sandra Miller
David & Karen Minge
Sarah Mismash
Tom Moffatt
John & Sheila Mohr
William & Daphne Moore
Daniel Moore
Elizabeth & Davis Moravec
Desiree Murray
Bob & Betsy Myers
Eloise Nelson
Leonard & Karen Nordstrom
Michael Nystuen
Nick & Joan Olson
Frederick Olson
Ruth Oppedahl
Tom & Lynn Osborn
Daniel Overby
Sandra Paddock & Tom Kintop
Natalie Panshin & Erika Barthelmess
Susan Pater
Tim Peara
James Peterson
Anita Phillips
Vicki Piaskowski
Nancy & Steven Piragis
Sharon Pleimling
Jenny Poliseno
Russell & Lisa Ponessa
Prairie Creek
Martha Prinz
Carol Prohska
Cami Putzke
Robert & Margo Rebar
Betty & John Reichert
Christopher Rodgers
Lucy Rogers
Jeff & Kim Ruark
Sarah & Jeffrey Rudolf
Florence Sandok
Frank Schilder
Jason & Anne Schlukebier
Susan Schmuck
Joseph Schneider
Judy Schumacher
Jon Schumacher & Mary Briggs
Margaret & Contee Seely
Shayna Sellars
Carolyn & Raymond Serrano

Rene & David Settergren*
Judith & Charles Shepard
Lou Anne & Richard Siefert
James & Jenella Slade
Donna Slipher-Jones & Kenneth Jones
John Snyder
Sons of the American Legion W. Duluth
Shelly & Mike Stanchfield
Linda Starr
John Sullivan
Paul Swedenborg & Rita LaDoux
Tom & Susan Sweeney
Danelle Sweeney & Matthew Dammeyer
The Ecology School at River Bend Farm
David Thompson & Ann Eibracht
Benjamin Thompson
Elaine & Stephen Thrune
Sandy & Russ Timmerman
Peter & Cynthia Tritz
Ronald & Margaret Troy
Two Harbors Federal Credit Union
Olivia Urbanski
US Bank Foundation
Colleen Vitek
John Waddle & Jennifer Carey Starr
Jennifer & Kenneth Walls
Margot & John Wanner
Susan & Robert Warde
Jane Wattrus
Jane & Nigel Wattrus
Kathryn Weiner
W. Duluth American Legion Post #71
Faith Wicklund
Mary Wierschem
Steven Wilson
Mark & Brenda Witherspoon
Kathleen Wold
David & Linda Wolf
Barry Kay & Benjamin Wolfe
Barb Wonson-Liukkonen
Kirby & Cathy Wood
Allison Wood & Julie Flotten
Amy Workman
David & Diane Wright
Diane & Gary Zak
Lisa Zellmer

Under $100
Lindsay & Michael Abraham
Andersen Elementary
Angie Anderson
Anonymous (31)
Carmen Arnold
Keri Aufdencamp
Ulrike Axen
Delaney Babich
Hannah Baker
Terry Baresh
Norm & Cindy Bauer
Kate Beaudette
Jill Bedel
Gretchen Beilke
Craig Berdan
Jean Marie Bergman

Jerry & Phyllis Bergmann
Daniel & Kathy Beutel
Mark Biglow
Dale & Deb Birkeland
Emily Blomquist
Brian Borovsky
Mary Braun
Sheri Breen
Joy Burckhard
Cassandra Burke
Kay & Robert Capra
Brian Carlson
Clint & Janet Carlson
Charlie Carroll
Central Lutheran School
Patrick Collins
Jack & Bobbi Conrad
Karin Conroy & Phil Arcara
Rebecca Conser
Claire Coon
Kay Costello
Nancy Cotter
Brad Coulthart
Gregory & Laura Coy
Sarah Deel
Meghan Donohoe Thoele
Stacy Dubbin
Jill Duncan
Sally Dunn
Becky Dvorak
Lindsey Eichenlaub
Susan Elsner
Abby & Jacob Endres
Carrie & Bob Evans
Barbara Evans
Daniel Farnham
April Finkenhoefer
Michael Flynn & Angelica Dietz
Emily Foubert
Maryfaith & Michael Fox
Howard Frame & Jennifer Marabella
CJ Gardner
Beth Gastineau
Don Gawreluk
James Gillach
Ann & Otis Godfrey
Richard Gramatico
Earl Gransee & Eileen Hanlon
John Grinnell
Liz & Jeff Grossman
Bill & Pat Gurnon
Hannibal & Robbie Haase
Carole Hallin
Teri Hammarback
Joyce Hanson
Robert Hanson &
   Renee Showalter-Hanson
Mark J Hanson
Sue Harrington
Janet & Darwyn Haveri
Megan Heitkamp
Timothy & Jean Helgesen
Lisa & James Heyman
Jill Hilliard
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HONORARY,
COMMEMORATIVE, &
MEMORIAL LIFE MEMBERS
Rep. Dave Battaglia - H
Cole Spencer Brodersen - M
William & Patricia Burns - C
Rory Ellsworth - H
Richard G Gray - C
Bob & Joanne Hershey - C
VP Hubert Humphrey - H
1988 IRRRB Board - H
Senator Doug Johnson - H
1988 Lake Cty
  Commissioners - H
1985 Minnesota Legislative - H
Congressman Jim Oberstar - H
Elizabeth Olson - H
Sigurd Olson - H
Governor Rudy Perpich - M
Larry Sorenson - C
Randy R Sutter - C

THE LEADERS OF THE PACK

Anonymous - 4x
Sandy & Tom Ahlstrom
Tom & Margit Berg
Russ & Becky Bierbaum
John & Laura Crosby
Andy Datko & Lisa Hesse
Marty & Kathy Duchscher

Donna Hill
Harpreet Kaur
Terry McLaughlin & Vern Gersh
William A.& Eloise E.Nelson - 
   Revocable Living Trust
Robert O’Hara
Gregory & Donnette Wheelock

Please consider gifting part of your estate to Wolf Ridge and become a member of The Leaders Of 
The Pack. More detailed information is available on our website at wolf-ridge.org/donate. If you have 
already named Wolf Ridge as a beneficiary of your estate or are considering such, please contact: 

Meredith St. Pierre at 218-353-7414 or meredith.stpierre@wolf-ridge.org.

DONORS

Reflect for a moment on your values. What legacy do you and your family 
want to see in perpetuity? Thoreau said, “To have made even one person’s 
life a little better, that is to succeed.” By making a planned gift, you are 
ensuring the Wolf Ridge experience is enhancing lives for generations to 
come. Join these Leaders of the Pack who have named Wolf Ridge in their 
estate plans.

With tremendous gratitude Wolf Ridge ELC gratefully acknowledges:

Cynthia Hintze
Robert & Terry Hodorff
Robert Hollister & Kimberly Shanks
Jacqueline Holmbeck
Tina Irgang Estrada
Robert & Kathryn Jackson
Leah Jadeke
Geraldine Jensen
Madeline Johnson
Mayme Johnson
Annie Johnson
JoDean Johnson
Donald Jones
Courtney Kappes
Jodie Karjala
Robert Keil
Rebecca Kellen de Trujillo
Norb & Nancy Kelly
Kathleen Kelnberger &

  Constance Koppenhaver
Janis Kivela Hooey
Bowman Klemz Family
Tom Koehler
Jana Kokemiller-Berka
Tim Koppelman &
  Elizabeth Senst Koppelman
Michael Landers
Ken & Carla Larsen
Dean & Barbara Larson
Garrett Latus
Adina Lebowitz
Josh Leonard
Alicia Little
Andrea Lorek Strauss & Kevin 
Strauss
Michael & Nancy Lyner
Betty Magnuson
Riley Major

Nancy Mancini
Morris & Sandra Manning
Ron & Eileen Manning
Nina Manzi
Alena Marozava
Karen Marquardt
James & Jane Martin
Lotti Matkovits
Lucy & Daniel McInerny
Laura Lee Moffett
Jodi Monson
David Moore
Ravi Nallavelli
Helen Nordenson
Jennifer Nordstrom
Lori & Thomas Oftedahl
Curtis Oien
Charlotte Olson
Tracy Olson
Mary O'Reilley
Mary Paneno
Charles & Evelyn Payson
William Peglow
Katy Perry
Cathy Peterson & Paul Bullock
Gary Peterson
Paul & Kate Pilosi
Erin Purrington & Brian Fundahn
Michael Rees
Timothy Reese
Marie Rickmyer &
  Manuel Bastida Ortiz
Margaret Robersen
Albert & Eleanor Rundell
Emma Runquist
Kelly Sanches
Jaci Satterlund
Dean Scheele

Theresa Schmidt
Eric Schmidt
Melissa Schneider
Jay Schrader & Clare Caffrey
Judith Schwarzmeier
Tricia Seemann
Ted & Sandra Shannon
Marcie Shatz
Thomas & Mary Shultz
Heather Shumaker
Alice & Ronald Silkey
Grant Spickelmier
Kamala Stalboerger
Dolores Sundem
Ron & Lu Sundheim
J Swenson & P Van Fossan
Kaja Terlson
James & Diane Theusch
Jo Thomas
David Thompson
Daniel & Julie Tiede
Patricia Van Wylen
Vienna Volante
Lawrence Wade
Max Walstien
Jacqueline Waltman
Dori Wandrei & David Holmgren
John Waters & Jessica Kielblock
Jean Wayne
Melissa Weiman
Sydney Weisinger
Lily Weitzel
Sally Westby
Mark Westin
Laura Wildenborg
Krista Wilhelmson
Craig Willmert
Jo Anne Wilson

Sonja Wolter
Mary Worrell
Sarah Wright Endsley
Nick Yannarelly
Carol & Elwood Youngberg
Alicia Zagel
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HIGHLIGHTS
WOLF RIDGE CELEBRATES 50 YEARS!

The vision of one passionate and dedicated former High School social studies teacher, Jack Pichotta, has achieved 50 years of 
developing a citizenry that has the knowledge, skills, motivation, and commitment to act together for a quality environment! 
Located for its first 17 years in Isabella, MN, the program moved its home to Finland, MN in 1988. During its 50 years, Wolf 
Ridge has overcome many obstacles to arrive where we are today. With the entirety of the past fiscal year occurring during 
the COVID 19 outbreak, challenges abounded, one of which was celebrating 50 years of programming. Not to be stymied, Wolf 
Ridge virtually hosted the 50th Anniversary Speaker Series. Topics ranged from how Wolf Ridge is coping with the pandem-
ic to various program highlights such as the organic farm, bird research at Wolf Ridge, the Lake Superior Field Station, to a 
conversation with R.T. Rybak, President and CEO of the Minneapolis Foundation. Several presenters were graduate naturalist 
alumnae. Dr. Elena Bennett, professor at McGill University in Canada told a research-based story of hope for our future. Keri 
Powell shared her story from Macon, GA, through Wolf Ridge to New York City to earn her doctorate in law. Now back in Geor-
gia, Keri practices law and leads a group to get families outdoors for Wolf Ridge inspired learning. These may be viewed on our 
website or YouTube channel. The execution of Jack's vision has literally touched the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. 
Wolf Ridge is proud of 50 years of getting people outside to learn and love the natural world.

Added Ojibwe 
Heritage and Acid 

Rain Classes.

First RELC in the nation accredited 
as a school by the North Central 

Association of Colleges & Schools.

Becomes a 501(c)
(3) non-profit. 80+ 

schools attend.

19
70

19
71

19
72

19
74

19
75

19
76

19
81

19
80

19
82

First Earth Day

Jack Pichotta co-writes a grant to use former 
Isabella Job Corps Camp to house schools 

becoming Minnesota’s 1st residential 
environmental learning center (RELC). 

Twenty-eight schools attended in 1971-72.

Jack Pichotta 
becomes the 

director.

Started land acquisition in Finland - 280 acres. In 
Isabella, built the first ropes course between trees.

Wood indoor 
climbing wall 

built.

Naturalist training 
programs starts.



HIGHLIGHTS
VIRTUAL FIELD TRIPS
Necessity is the mother of invention. With school field trips can-
celled because of the pandemic, Wolf Ridge reached out to students 
of all ages in a new way through virtual field trips (VFTs). Not want-
ing to lose contact with our schools, Wolf Ridge brainstormed ideas 
that would allow us to serve our clientele in the same creative and 
passionate manner that we do when face-to-face. A format was de-
veloped for VFTs based on teaching practices used in direct experi-
ences. While on camera the Wolf Ridge naturalist is always outside. 
They used the landscape as a co-teacher, welcoming the unexpected, 
like a curious mink loping through the live-stream. Nature journaling 
activities aided in growing observation as a practice of science. From 
recorded observations, students formed questions and directed the 
naturalist to explore for the answer in the actual setting. Like, how 
large is the beaver lodge? Personal connections, made by asking the 
distant learners to compare and contrast their natural outdoor land-
scape with that of the Wolf Ridge naturalist, brought the lesson home. With the VFTs endeavor, new skills of teaching through 
and with technology expanded exponentially. We taught students as far away as Arizona. Based on the enthusiastic responses 
of participants we have concluded that VFTs have found a lasting place in Wolf Ridge's educational offerings.

WOLF RIDGE RE-OPENS
After being closed to schools and groups (with a few exceptions) for the September 2020-
June 2021 school year, Wolf Ridge was thrilled to return to some programming during the 
past summer. COVID guidelines provided the framework for what types of programs could 
be offered. Sadly, our typical summer youth repertoire did not make the safety cut. How-
ever, other regular programs and a few new ones helped make summer successful. Family 
vacations hosted at Wolf Ridge, family backcountry trips and Split Rock kayak tours led by 
Wolf Ridge naturalists, Institute for Bird Populations bird banding courses, SEAK, Leave 
No Trace (LNT) and Wolf Ridge naturalist at Bluefin were old favorites that continued with 
some modifications. New programs included being the headquarters for Northwaters & 
Langskib Canoe Camp, BWCAW day trips, and on-site programming for guests of Odyssey 

Resort properties and summer school for our local Silver Bay school students. Wolf Ridge naturalists and guests were all hap-
py campers with this return to in-person learning.

State challenge 
grant & private 

donations totalling 
$2.8 million 

pledged to build 
new site in Finland.

Construction begins 
on Finland campus.

Moved to the Finland site and adds Wolf Ridge 
to name. Land, buildings, & infrastructure total 
$6 million. Started relationship with Midwest 
Peregrine Recovery project. Over 150 schools 
attend in ‘88-’89 with many on the waiting list. 

First indoor rock wall built of “real” rock.

Cree, a 7/8 
Mackenzie 

Valley wolf joins 
the staff as an 

ambassador for 
wild wolves.

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
88

19
89

19
91

19
92

19
93

Wolf Ridge 2000 campaign 
starts to complete expansion 
at Wolf Ridge, with a goal 

of raising $7 million.

First international naturalist intern. 
Road into new site in Finland begins. Start summer bird banding 

research project - Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and 

Survivorship.

Added 
Frozen 

Lake Study 
class.
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HIGHLIGHTS

FIRE INCIDENT COMMAND BASE

FARM PRODUCTION

Our fiscal year ended with a unique experience. A lightning strike result-
ed in the Wolf Ridge's facilities becoming headquarters for the fire inci-
dent command. The Greenwood Lake fire, which started August 15th, was 
22 miles from Wolf Ridge. A Superior National Forest fire team assessed 
the feasibility of Wolf Ridge to host fire personnel and we proved to be an ideal location. Over 100 people made up the com-
mand team at peak. Fortunately, the fire occurred between summer and fall programs. Three local schools, William Kelley, Two 
Harbors, and North Shore Community School, agreed to reschedule to accommodate the final week of fire command at Wolf 
Ridge. All the rooms in the Science Center and the public part of the office held groups of the fire team. Eventually every room 
in both dorms housed fire staff. Wolf Ridge is pleased to have played a major role in supporting the community through this 
crisis.

Our farm signed on for a pilot year to grow 11,000 climate adaptive seedlings of red 
oak, white pine, and yellow birch for the Nature Conservancy. This project will help 
create a future forest more able to adapt to the changing climate. Germination was 
good, however, two hard frosts at the end of May severly damaged the seedlings. 
Valuable growing information was gathered from this pilot year that will help with 
next year’s success. With low and unpredictable numbers in residence, farm produce 
was sold in weekly shares to local residents, at the local farmer's market and gro-
cery store, and again distributed to support local food shelves. Two groups of Amer-
iCorps NCCC and other volunteers helped with the farm throughout the season.

Another wing is added to the dining hall. 
The East Dorm (Summit Lodge) is completed. 

Nearly 180 schools attending. Start relationship 
between the naturalist program & UMD for 

graduate credits.

Begin Superior Studies 
summer undergraduate 

program, offering college 
courses with wilderness 

experiences from our campus.

Science Center constructed. Raptor 
& animal program established. 1st 
large array of solar voltaic panels 

installed. First wind generator 
erected. Founder/director Jack 

Pichotta retires.
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Began second phase 
of expansion on WR 
campus. Built Forest 

Ecology Building with 
composting toilets and 

gray water system.

19
94

Ski Chalet with 1st 
solar panels built.

Second 
ropes 
course 
built.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Organic farm breaks ground 
and first high tunnel constructed.

Making Waves campaign kicks off to raise money for the 
Lakeview House - graduate naturalist housing and renovation 
of the West Dorm to Living Building Challenge (LBC). Sixty-

eight acres on Lake Superior shoreline is acquired.

MAC Lodge (previously 
the West Dorm) becomes 
first in world to achieve 

full Living Building 
Challenge certification. 

Start offering credit camps for 
high school students. SEAK 

program established.

Partners with North Shore residents 
to open North Shore Community 

School as an environmental 
education charter school.
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WOLF RIDGE
50 years of educating!

12,253
birds banded

4 LOGOS
created

Students reached
through

virtual field trips*
2,354

1006
people attended the
naturalist training 

programs. Of 
these 34 joined the

Wolf Ridge
staff

GRANTS AWARDED*
$1,109,373

FARM PRODUCE*
• 1,400 pounds of vegetables to Mesabi East School
• 1,500 pounds of vegetables to Ely Food Shelf 
• 8,400 pounds of vegetables to the greater Finland community through CSA, market, 

the community co-op, cooking demonstrations, and community gathering events such 
as harvest festival, trainings, and wood-fired pizza celebrations

Species 
of animal 
educators

31

*this fiscal year

6,260
Attempts at building fires in 
Winter Survival since Wolf 
Ridge’s 40th anniversary. 

Unknown number of successful 
attempts.
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FISCAL YEAR SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 TO AUGUST 31, 2021
SCHOOLS & GROUPS

ADVENTURES IN LEARNING

Amerigo Education
Arthur Morgan School
Badger School
Breck Middle School
Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose Schools
Glacier Hills School of Arts and Science
Grand Portage Trust Lands Dept
Land Stewardship Project
Latimer Family 
Los Ninos Elementary
LSS One Program
Metropolitan State University - TRIO Upward Bound
Midwest Lichen Foray
Minnehaha Elementary
Monticello School District
National Outdoor Leadership School
North Cedar Academy
North House Folk School
North Shore Adventures Park
North Shore Community School
North Shore Mental Health Group

These schools and groups participated in Wolf Ridge programs either virtually or in person.

Northland College
Northwaters & Langskib Wilderness Programs Ltd.
Prior Lake-Savage School District
Resource Training & Solutions
Riverview Intermediate School
Sacred Heart-Robbinsdale
Saint John's University
SCSC Science & Nature Conference
Shirley Hills Elementary
Sierra Club
Solon Springs School
St John the Baptist
St Pascal Baylon School
St Thomas More Catholic School
St. Paul School of Northern Lights
Student Conservation Association
Tatanka Elementary STEM School
University of Minnesota Extension
William Kelley Elementary Summer School



The title says it all. Wolf Ridge’s Margaret A. Cargill (MAC) 
Lodge Living Building Challenge (LBC) project was first in 
the world to receive full LBC certification for a renovation 
project by the International Living Future Institute (ILFI). 
This is the highest environmental certification in the world. 
It has been a long and successful journey.

The West Dorm (renovated and renamed the MAC Lodge) 
was built in 1988 when the ELC relocated to Finland. As time 
progressed, it became apparent that the West Dorm needed 
to be updated to meet the changing standards and needs 
of participants from school children to seniors. With the 
board’s encouragement and support, on May 18, 2014 Wolf 
Ridge registered the project with ILFI for a renovated build-
ing at level 2.1. This certification is more than a checklist of 
environmentally friendly features. It requires the building 
to perform to standards for 12 consecutive months prior to 
certification.

With computer screens in each bedroom, occupants can 
track their allotted energy usage of water, heat, and elec-

tricity. In the lobby, they can check the main monitor to com-
pare their usage with other rooms making it a learning as well 
as living space. One Friday, when students tried using their 
water, they discovered that nothing came out! The students 
sheepishly approached their teachers and apologized for us-
ing more than their allotted amount of water. Could their wa-
ter be turned back on? The response of the students wasn’t 
frustration but an inspired attitude of learning. It seemed the 
teachers had the same issue. Turns out that the lack of water 
was throughout the lodge. The school hadn’t exhausted their 
water share but the problem was a malfunctioning pump. The 
“living” building monitoring screens (and, in this case, a faulty 
pump) helped educate and make occupants conscientious 
about their water usage.

To receive full certification for a renovation project Wolf 
Ridge needed to fulfill 15 of 20 imperatives (standards) in 7 
petals (performance areas). Never one to shy away from a 
challenge Wolf Ridge met all 20 imperatives! That is just 
one of the things that impressed ILFI. Another was build-
ing Lakeview House (new housing for our graduate natu-
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ALMANAC
A newslet ter of  Wolf  Ridge Environmental  Learning Center
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February 2022   Volume 61 Number 1

1ST IN WORLD!  Wolf Ridge Receives Full Living 
Building Challenge Certification for MAC Lodge.

by Lori Walewski, Wolf Ridge Naturalist

continued on page 15
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by Pete Smerud, Executive Director

Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center and the USDA are equal opportunity providers and employers.

Printed on 10% total recovered paper, 10% post consumer fiber, and SFI certified paper.

Almanac published triannually in February, May, and October.

VIEW
FROM 

THE 
RIDGE

Wolf Ridge's mission is to equip 
people, communities, and organi-
zations with knowledge, skills, and 
motivation to make informed deci-
sions about how we address chal-
lenges we’re collectively facing. I 
am privileged to hear (often in hind-
sight) from schoolteachers, parents, 
children, and adults who experi-
enced Wolf Ridge, that indeed, a cit-
izenry is being born out of lived and 
learned experiences at Wolf Ridge 
and that Wolf Ridge is modeling for 
them how to of act responsibly with 
each other and the environment.

Fortunately, because of the support 
of so many who care quite deeply 
about what I’ve described above, 
Wolf Ridge has survived the past 
two years. Our school program is 
now back in operation. The fall sea-
son was successful, with approxi-
mately 50% average occupancy due 
to COVID cancellations. A very un-
characteristic 8 weeks of no schools 
on campus occurred from mid-No-
vember through mid-January. Thus 
far, weather wise, it has been an 
absolutely gorgeous winter with 
plenty of snow. COVID continues 
to impact school attendance. We’ve 
had a handful of schools in Janu-
ary. The spring season has a strong 
projected attendance. My heartfelt 

thanks goes out to all those who 
have stepped up to support Wolf 
Ridge during this continuing era of 
uncertainty.

A very exciting outlook for the 
months ahead may also buoy you. 
Summer camp for youth is back. 
Family programs are quickly filling. 
Thus far, it’s clear that many want 
and need these experiences for their 
children or their entire family.

While challenges continue, please 
know that Wolf Ridge remains strong, 
secure, and steadfast in our vision for 
the future. Nothing can be more evi-
dent of that than the cover story. My 
thanks and congratulations go out to 
the nearly 400 donors who support-
ed our Making Waves campaign and 
the staff of Wolf Ridge for this monu-
mental achievement. It’s not often an 
organization’s mission is taken to the 
level of achieving the highest envi-
ronmental certification in the world, 
let alone being the first to do so.

We are thrilled and grateful for this 
recognition but even more we are 
passionately focused on bringing 
this model into the lives of youth 
and adults who live and learn at Wolf 
Ridge. When you read this issue’s 
cover article, I hope you’re struck by 

something that really hit me. The 
success of both the Living Building 
Challenge certification and Wolf 
Ridge mission rely on a simple prem-
ise, both the head and the heart must 
embrace them. When knowledge gain 
is joined by acts that instill inspira-
tion, change is created. At Wolf Ridge 
we desire and work to create lasting 
change, knowing that the well-being 
of people are undubitably linked to 
the well-being of natural systems. 
We need to build better buildings but 
more importantly we need to build 
better people. Please tell Wolf Ridge’s 
story to your friends, and invite them 
to help us do just that, one child at a 
time and in turn entire communities. 

Wolf Ridge is looking to the future 
with optimism and excitement. We’re 
also taking time this year to reflect. 
It was just over 50 years ago that we 
first opened and hosted children in 
Isabella, MN. Please consider joining 
us for more 50th anniversary speak-
ers and other celebratory events lat-
er this year as we commemorate the 
nearly 1 million children and adults 
that have participated in our pro-
grams. This is what Wolf Ridge is 
about, transformational experiences 
that prepare our future generations 
for global citizenship. Please join us 
in celebration.F



different trade partners and their em-
ployees through the renovation. None 
of the trade partners had previous expe-
rience with LBC methods so all of them 
were trained. They now can take this 
new knowledge and skills into future 
contracts. Without these fantastic lead-
ers and the hard work and dedication of 
every person involved, receiving full cer-
tification would not have been possible.

Wolf Ridge hopes that our LBC certi-
fication inspires others to build and 
remodel in environmentally friend-
ly ways. We know that it already has. 
The  first in the world to pursue the 
Living Community Challenge is mod-
eling their project after Wolf Ridge’s. 
One alumna completely renovated her 
kitchen using LBC standards and other 
families choose to use Benjamin Moore 
Declare label paints when redecorat-
ing. Although it may cost a little more 
(Wolf Ridge had a 10% increase in con-
struction costs) it pays for itself in the 
long-term health of the planet and its 
occupants and return on investment 
for 100% renewable energy.

On October 26, 2021 it was publicly 
announced that Wolf Ridge had been 
awarded full LBC certification in ren-
ovation. It took seven years from reg-
istering to certification. The journey 
didn’t really end with receiving LBC 
certification. It is a living and ongoing 
challenge. Wolf Ridge will continue to 
to model innovative environmental ed-
ucation and stewardship. Join us as the 
journey continues.F

Zero Energy imperative of the Energy 
petal to ILFI itself! By providing data, 
we were able to demonstrate that our 
energy system was another carbon 
neutral way to produce heat at our 
northern latitude. Often people fail to 
consider the differences of heating at 
-20°F verses a warmer climate. The 2.1 
standard called for solar panels to pro-
vide that heat, which would have re-
quired us to cut a large swath of forest 
to accommodate the numbers of panels 
to keep us warm on -20° days. With our 
data and gentle advocating ILFI revised 
the standards!

The materials petal required that each 
and every component was scrutinized 

and needed documentation proving 
that none of its ingredients appeared 
on the Red List. For some building 
materials, chain of custody from, say, 
logger to manufacturer to Wolf Ridge, 
needed to include documentation con-
firming no chemicals on the Red List 
were used in its creation.

Accomplishing full certification called 
for multiple layers of well-organized 
teams. HGA architect designed the 
project. Gardner Builders constructed 
the building. Together they guided 34 
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FIRST IN WORLD! continued from page 13

ralists) to LBC standards as a practice 
run before renovating the West Dorm. 
Lakeview House was built first to as-
sist in building the team and training 
everyone in best practices so the MAC 
Lodge renovation could proceed with 
the greatest chance of success.

Our project advanced industry stan-
dards for various products within the 
Materials petal. For example, Manion’s 
Truss Company of Superior, WI fab-
ricated the first Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) certified trusses in the 
Midwest. Louisiana Pacific (LP) manu-
factured siding to FSC standards with 
wood, haulers, and processing all oc-
curring in Lake County. Many of the LP 
employees attended Wolf Ridge while 
students in Two Harbors. Their good 
memories of their time at Wolf Ridge 
inspired them as they adjusted to meet 
the LBC standards for Wolf Ridge. Dux-
ton Windows built the first LBC com-
pliant and Declare labeled windows 
in the Midwest and Benjamin Moore 
created the first LBC compliant and 
Declare labeled paint in the Midwest. 
When you see Declare label/VOC free 
Benjamin Moore paint, know that Wolf 
Ridge enabled that option.

The biggest challenge and greatest suc-
cess, which was compulsory to receiv-
ing full certification, was promoting 
our 100% waste-stream fiber sourced 
biofuel district heating system as an 
acceptable method to execute the Net 
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photo courtesy of HGA, photo credit Chad Holder
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by Lori Walewski, Wolf Ridge Naturalist
SEED LORE

The first two arrived in my mailbox the 
week before Christmas. More followed 
and all were guaranteed to provide hours 
of entertainment. The colorful pages 
were scrutinized with each description 
carefully read. Corners were bent in 
marking promising items. What is it? 
Why it's the ubiquitous seed catalog, the 
remedy that sees gardeners through the 
dark, cold days of winter to the growing 
season. Although readers are focused on 
the plant that emerges from the seed, the 
seed in and of itself is beautiful and has a 
fascinating natural history.

The texture, size, shape, and color of 
seeds are bewitching and appealing. Ask 
anyone who has observed the seed art 
at the MN State Fair or run a handful of 
cool, smooth bean seeds through their 
fingers before planting them. Seeds, 
however, are more then a pulchritudi-
nous object. They are packed potential 
and form follows function. Seeds have 
three main parts. The seed coat, pro-
tecting the internal parts from damage, 
keeping out parasites and water in as 
well as thwarting physical assaults and 
blocking germination during unsuitable 
times. The endosperm is the stored food 
supply and contributes to the protection 
of the embryo. And, centermost is the 
embryo, the part that develops in the 
plant. The embryo contains the embry-
onic root (radical), which grows down as 
a result of gravity, the embryonic stem 
that is made up of the shoot (epicotyl) 
and the area from which the root and 
stem grow (hypocotyl), and the leaves 
(monocots or dicots).

When seeds are just being seeds they 
are considered to be dormant. The start 
of growth of a plant from a seed is ger-
mination. Understanding the science 
of germination is important to garden-
ers and farmers so they can maximize 
yield using fewer seeds. To germinate a 
seed needs it to be neither too hot nor 
too cold just like Goldilocks’ porridge. 
It needs moisture and, surprisingly, ox-
ygen. We know that plants need carbon 
dioxide to photosynthesize and pro-

duce sugars. Seeds need oxygen to break 
down the stored food (endosperm) to 
supply the energy required for germina-
tion. A viable seed can be exposed to the 
needed elements but still not germinate. 
As mentioned before, the seed coat is 
programmed to hold the seed in dorman-
cy until the proper time. Imagine a seed 
falling to the ground from a plant in late 

summer. It might have the correct tem-
perature, moisture, and oxygen however 
it would not have adequate time to grow 
into an adult seed bearing plant before 
the temperatures dropped and moisture 
froze up.

Some seeds require extra "magic" to 
break dormancy. Fires plays a role in ger-
mination by exposing seeds deep in the 
duff or allowing pine cones to open and 
drop their seeds like Jack Pine. Other 
seeds like Whispering Bells of the Cali-
fornia chaparral need certain chemicals 
that are products of the combustion to 
germinate. The seed of the Snottygooble 
Persoonias nutans of Australia is de-
pendent on passing through the gut of 
emus. This endangered plant is an im-
portant food source for both emus and 
possums. Although, exactly why inges-
tion by emus aids snottygooble germina-
tion, three factors are possible: it causes 
scarification and breaks down protective 
chemical coatings while in the gut and 
fertilization when deposited.

Animals not only play a role in some seed 
germination they also are key in dispers-
ing seeds for many plants. Birds, mam-
mals, fish, and insects aid in spreading 
seeds by eating the seeds and scattering 

them by pooping them out elsewhere, 
the seeds attaching their fur with barbs, 
or being carried to nests and food cach-
es. One ant was recorded transporting 
a seed 590 feet. Wind and water also 
disperse seeds utilizing specialized seed 
appendages like the wings on maple 
seeds and the parachutes of dandelions 
seeds, which have been tracked spread-
ing up to 6 miles! Ballistics is a form of 
seed dispersal whereby plants forcible 
eject their seeds in what is called explo-
sive dehiscence, powered by pressure 
created through dehydration. Dwarf 
mistletoe of the western U.S. blast seeds 
up to 49 feet and 60 miles per hour. Many 
species of violets found in our gardens 
use explosive dehiscence. First they split 
open into three pieces and those seg-
ments continue to dry compressing and 
subsequently propelling the seeds up to 
16 feet from the parent plant. Seed dis-
persal is important for plants because it 
allow plants to spread out avoiding com-
petition for the same resources, increase 
their range, and reach favorable habitat.

A seed is a vessel of life. As a seed itself 
it provides food: grains, rice, corn, peas, 
beans, oil for cooking such as sunflower 
and coconut, essential oils like juniper, 
spices such as mustard, pepper, nutmeg, 
vanilla, and stimulates like coffee. Once 
germinated the seed’s plant supplies 
food and shelter for more creatures. 
Currently 40% of plants are susceptible 
to extinction due to climate change, pol-
lution, pests, diseases, and habitat loss. 
Seed banks, storage facilities designed to 
be flood, bomb, and radiation proof, have 
been established in worldwide locations 
with the intention of preserving plant 
genetic diversity. Seeds lifespan varies 
greatly. Some willow seeds only survive 
a week. In 1967, 10,000-year-old seeds of 
the artic lupine were discovered that 
germinated in 2 days!

Seeds are the quintessential package of 
potential life. Next time you are thumb-
ing though a seed catalog or viewing the 
seed art a fair take a few moments and 
reflect on these enchanting entities.F
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NEWS BRIEFS

Wolf Ridge’s own Peter Harris was 
awarded the 2021 Lifetime Achievement 
in Environmental Education award 
from the Minnesota Association for 
Environmental Education (MAEE). 
According to the MAEE website, “This 
award is presented for the long term, 
outstanding service and contribution 
to the field of environmental educa-
tion in Minnesota. It is intended to 
recognize the efforts of those people 
who have had a large-scale, long-term 
impact in the environmental education 
field.” For thirty-eight years, Peter has 
been sharing his knowledge, concern, 
and love for the environment. By our 
conservative estimates, he has engaged 
over 134,o62 students. His creative en-
ergy laid the foundation for many of 
the keystone activities at Wolf Ridge 
including recycling, bird banding for 
our classes, chickadee landing, 30 years 
of Monitoring Avian Productivity and 
Survivorship (MAPS) banding, air and 
water quality monitoring, weather data 
collection, phenology, climate change 
curriculum, animal educators program, 
and various adult programming to 
name a few. Peter’s dedication and ef-
forts exemplify this award. MAEE also 
recognized Joe Walewski, co-founder 
and co-leader of Teach Outdoors MN!, 
with the Organizational Partner of the 
Year award, and awarded Andrea Lorek 
Strauss (Student Naturalist, 1992-93) 
with this year’s Non-Formal Educator 
of the Year award.

• Sandy Timmerman is the most recent 
addition to the Wolf Ridge board of 
trustees. Recently retired from teach-
ing at Prior Lake/Savage area schools, 
she has been attending Wolf Ridge 
as a teacher since 1986. In 1989, Sandy 
became the coordinator for the Wolf 
Ridge trip for all seven elementary 
schools in the district. Most recently 
she spearheaded Wolf Ridge natural-
ists coming to Prior Lake/Savage. Her 
perspective from being a lead teacher 
for decades is an asset for the board. 
Her hobbies include camping, hiking, 
rock collecting, flower gardening, bik-

ing, reading, and taking care of her 
granddaughter.

• Wolf Ridge’s programs took a field trip 
to the Prior Lake/Savage area schools 
this December. Because of COVID, con-
ditions were such that the Wolf Ridge 
program could take to the road, bring-
ing Wolf Ridge style of outdoor teach-
ing to the 7 schools of Prior Lake/Sav-
age. Over 3 days, Wolf Ridge naturalists 
instructed 630+ students in becoming 
good observers, gathering data, and 
asking questions from the informa-
tion that they recorded in their nature 
journals. McColl Pond Environmental 
Learning Center provided plenty of 
birds, animal signs, trees, and lichens 
to investigate. Three evening activities 
- block printing, owl pellets, and paper 
making were also boxed up and trans-
ported to Prior Lake/Savage. The class-
room teachers taught these activities 
using the provided supplies and cur-
riculum. With a lot of well-executed lo-
gistical work on both ends, this unique 
visit was a successful and amazing ex-
perience for all involved.

• For many years Wolf Ridge has been 
color banding chickadees. Each year a 
different colored band is applied so that 
students can observe the different col-
ors and get an idea of how long a chick-
adee might live depending on the color 
of band they are observing. Chickadees 
have a home range of about 40 acres. 
Young will sometimes disperse further 
depending on available resources. A 
Wolf Ridge neighbor about a mile away 
has been observing chickadees with 
blue bands (2019) at her feeders.F



LEAVE NO TRACE MASTER EDUCATOR COURSE
May 18-22 (adults)
This is the highest level of education training in 
NOLS/LNT training. One of the only courses of-
fered in the mid-west, coursework focuses on how 
to teach others about ethical camping and out-
door recreation practices. Graduates are certified 
to offer and teach LNT Awareness Workshops 
and Trainer Courses. A great opportunity for 
outdoor professionals, scout leaders and anyone 
interested in teaching outdoor ethics. Register at 
https://www.nols.edu/en/coursefinder/courses/
leave-no-trace-master-educator-base-camp-LNTF/
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YOUTH

Wolf Ridge hosts the Institute for Bird Population’s 
beginning and advanced workshops for new and 
seasoned banders. The seven-day introductory class 
provides both amateur birders and professional 
biologists with the skills necessary to participate in 
monitoring and research programs. The four-day 
advanced class is designed for experienced banders 
who wish to improve their sexing and ageing skills.

PROGRAMS 2022

Bird Banding IBP Beginning: (adults) June 24-July 1
Bird Banding IBP Advanced: (adults) July 3-7

TRADITIONAL CAMPS
Summer Sampler: (2nd-5th gr) Aug 17-20: $429 
Discoverers: (4th-5thgr) July 10-16, July 17-23, July 24-30, July 31-Aug 6, Aug 7-13: $688
Voyageurs: (6th-7thgr) July 10-16, July 17-23, July 24-30, July 31-Aug 6, Aug 7-13 $688
Adventurers: (8th-9thgr) July 10-16, July 17-23, July 24-30, Aug 7-13: $702

SPECIALTY CAMPS
Day Camp: (K-5thgr) July 5-8: $220
Eco-Artists: (4th-5thgr) July 24-30:$688
Angling to Archery: (6th-7thgr) July 10-16: $748
Girls Rock the Ridge Leadership: (6th-7th) July 31-Aug 6: $702
Boys Rock the Ridge Leadership: (6th-7th) July 31-Aug 6: $702
Farm Camp: (8th-9thgr) August 7-13: $688
Camp Rock Climbing: (8th-9thgr) July 17-23: $768
Ornithology Field Camp (10th-12thgr) July 10-16: $937

WILDERNESS TRIPS
BWCAW Canoe 5-day: (7th-8thgr) Aug 14-20: $715
Adventurers 2-wk BWCAW Canoe: (8th-9thgr) July 17-30: $1,562
Adventurers 2-wk Isle Royale Backpack: (8th-9thgr) July 10-23: $1,595
Jr Naturalists 2-wk Quetico Canoe: (10th-12thgr) July 31-Aug 13: $1,677
Jr Naturalists 2-wk Apostle Island: (10th-12thgr) Aug 7-20: $1,652
Superior Service Learning: (10th-12thgr) Aug 7-13: $702

ADULTS

Our youth camp programs offer unparalleled opportunities to explore clear lakes and streams, develop life-long connections to the natural 
world, make friends, create memories, and grow in self-confidence. With a wonderfully diverse campus and variety of activities, campers can 
return year after year for new experiences.

Camp Shuttle:
Ride from the Twin Cities or Duluth to 
camp and back. Twin Cities, one way 

$100, round trip $175.
Duluth, one way $50, round trip $100.

Reservations required.

BIRD BANDING COURSES

Register for programs at wolf-ridge.org
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Bird Banding Drop-in days:    June 1, 15, 29, July 6, 13, 27, Aug 3    7:00-11:00am    Free
Family Camps Half-week: (all ages) July 6-10, Aug 17-21 starting at $770 for 2 people
Family Camps Full-week: (all ages) July 17-23, July 31-Aug 6 starting at $1154 for 2 people
Family Wilderness Trips: (all ages) June-August, see our website for details

Register for programs on-line or by calling Wolf Ridge.

Support Wolf Ridge and Stay in Touch

6282 Cranberry Road | Finland, MN 55603

• Consider monthly donations with automatic payments.
• Contribute an annual donation.
• Become a planned giver with our Leaders of the Pack.
• Make an in-kind donation.

Call to set-up your gift.

Your gift enables Wolf Ridge
programs to occur.

MN, WI, ND

Facebook
Twitter

Instagram
YouTube

F   F   F   F   F   F

Online Store
Website

wolf-ridge.org
F   F   F   F   F   F

mail@wolf-ridge.org
call

800-523-2733
218-353-7414

ALL AGES

T R A V I S    N O V I T S K Y                       2023
PHOTO © Travis Novitsky

Travis Novitsky is the photographer for the 2023 Wolf Ridge calendar. 
A lifelong resident of the north shore of Lake Superior, he resides in 
Grand Portage, MN and is a proud citizen of the Grand Portage 
Anishinaabe Nation. A self-taught nature and wildlife photographer 
Travis’s favorite subject to photograph is the night sky. His photography 
primarily focuses on his home area of northeast Minnesota but also 
includes an ever-expanding collection of images from other locations. 
Travis’s interests encompasses almost anything to do with the outdoors, 
however favorite activities are bicycling, hiking, snowshoeing, skiing, 
canoeing and kayaking, etc. View more of his photographs at www.
travisnovitsky.com. Calendars are available to individuals and in lots 
of 25 for school fundraising. Email mail@wolf-ridge.org or call Wolf 
Ridge at (218)353-7414 for more information and to order.F
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Wolf Ridge is an accredited residential environmental school for persons of 
all ages. We offer immersion programs which involve direct observation and 
participation in outdoor experiences. Wolf Ridge programs focus on environmental 
sciences, human culture and history, personal growth, team building, and outdoor 
recreation.

Our mission is to develop a citizenry that has the knowledge, skills, motivation, 
and commitment to act together for a quality environment.

We meet our mission by:
• Fostering awareness, curiousity, and sensitivity to the natural world.
• Providing lifelong learning experiences in nature.
• Developing social understanding, respect, and cooperation.
• Modeling values, behaviors, and technologies which lead to a sustainable lifestyle.
• Promoting the concepts of conservation and stewardship.

2023
Wolf Ridge
Calendar.......................................19

Schools &Groups.............................12

Annual Report
Memorandum...................3

Fiscal Year Highlights..................8-11

Seed Lore...................16

Donors.........................................5-7

Leaders of the Pack...............7

Financials........................................4

Upcoming
Programs...........18 & 19

AnnuAL RePORT

ALMAnAC

Wolf Ridge News Briefs..................17

View from the Ridge......................14

1st in World........13 & 15

T R A V I S    N O V I T S K Y                       2023
PHOTO © Travis Novitsky

Watch your email, the Wolf Ridge 
website, and the Almanac for 
more 50th anniversary events 

in the Twin Cities and the North 
Shore throughout the 
spring and summer.

50th Anniversary Speaker Series
Feb. 23, 6:00: Climate Change in the North - Peter Boulay, Minnesota DNR Climatologist 
   via Zoom
Mar. 23, 6:00: Greenwood Fire - Ellen Bogardus-Szymaniak, Superior National Forest, 
   Tofte Distric Ranger via Zoom

50th Reunion Weekend
Aug. 26-28: Staff Reunion

SAVE these DATES!


